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BM ise ts to lay our fauka acide, ! 
i re New eae portals open wide. 
Grant us the peace Thy blessing brings, { 
| Let us find joy in little things, 4 
Keep us from hatred, greed, and spite, | 
Help us be valiant for the right. i 
| O, grant that through the coming year i 
PIE ce iacre compansion feel,” ! 
| That we a brother’s wounds may heal. { . 
Give us new faith, that we may be 
More worthy to walk close with Thee; 
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—Mary Davis Reed. sabe. : te eS ae ie - i 
: ee an ae 
! 
| | 
: | 
: : 
! \ 
; } 
' | 
i | 
| : 
| : 
{ 
| 
S th Annual 3 \ F2 Se > eth 
eventeenth Annual “— a a 3 =. bie : pl ey Sopla a a { 
Nea rae fee ge | 
| | Bae, gf ae ‘ F : 
Interesting gathering of Men at St. ee Nazareth, Pa., the Rev. Dr. Wallace H. Wotring, pastor. i 
| 
| : 
PHILADELPHIA, JANUARY 5, 1928 | 


———— 


tb 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


JANUARY 5, 1928. 


= —=3 


IN RELIGIOUS EDU- 
CATION 


The Rev. Charles D. Spotts 


The writer recently had the privilege 
of teaching the Standard Training Course, 
**Supervision in Religious Education,’’ for 
the first time in the Eastern Conference 
of the Methodist Chureh. The experience 
proved to be so valuable and the results so 
worthwhile that he would lke to share 
his experience with others. 

There was no one text-book used in the 
course, but each member of the class was 
handed the following syllabus at the be- 
ginning of the Course: 


SUPERVISION 


Supervision in Religious Education 

Aim: This course is offered to Church 
School leaders—especially superintendents, 
principals of departments, pastors, or any- 
one who is responsible for the leadership 
in the local Church School. The Course 
will aim to lead leaders to an appreciation 
of the purpose and possibilities of super- 
vision in the local Chureh School, and to 
offer guidance in the technique of the su- 
pervisory function. 
(Two fifty-minute periods each evening) 

Suggested Outline of the Course 

(However, the procedure will be guided 
by the interests and problems of those 
taking the Course—a discussion course and 
not a lecture course. Some reference read- 
ing will be required.) 

First Evening 

The Nature and Problems of Supervision: 

Here we shall look at the definitions that 
have been given of supervision, and shall 
build our own working definition. Part of 
the evening will be spent in reading what 
others have said about the nature of super- 
vision. We shall also face the problems 
that are involved in supervision. 

Second Evening 

The Principles Underlying Supervision: 

Here we shall find much help in the ex- 
periences of the public school. We will 
also profit by the experience of the leaders 
in religious education who have been doing 
many years of supervisory work. We shall 
endeavor to evaluate these principles on 
the basis of our own local problems and 
needs. 


Third Evening 


Improvement of the Teaching Staff 
Through Supervision: 1. Improvement as 
related to physical conditions. 2. Im- 


provement as related to class-work: To 
help the teacher: a. To become acquainted 
with the general principles affecting the 
learning process. b. In the proper methods 
of building lesson plans. ¢. To become 
acquainted with the different types of 
class procedures. 
Fourth Evening 

Improvement of the Teaching Staff 
(continued): 1. To help the teacher in 
the selection and organization of subject- 
matter to be used in teaching. 2. Improve- 
ment of teachers in service by providing: 
Teachers’ Meetings, Lectures, Conferences, 
Reading Suggestions, ete. 

Fifth Evening 

The Supervisor: 1. Qualifications— 
fraining and personality. 2. Relationship 
to the teaching staff and the pupils. 3. 
Testing and measuring success in super- 
vision. 
Reference Books to Be Used During the 

Course 


1. Supervision and the Improvement of 
Teaching—Burton (Appleton). 2. Organ- 
ization and Administration of Religious 
Edueation—Stout (Abingdon). 
9. 3. Publie School Administration—Cub- 
berley (Houghton, Mifflin). Chapter 15. 
4. A Social Theory of Religious Education 
—Coe (Seribners). Pages 235-240. 5. Some 
of the Features of a Pupil-Centered Cur- 
riculum—(A pamphlet put out by Publi- 
eation and 8S. S. Board of Reformed 
Chureh). 6. Supervision in Leadership 


Chapter. 


Training—Elliott (International Journal 
of Religious Education, July-August, 1925). 


Certain phases of the outline demanded 
more time than was first provided so that 
the discussions did not follow the above 
outline exactly. Among the books recom- 
mended as reference books the class found 
the book ‘‘Supervision and the Improve- 
ment of Teaching’’ by Burton to be the 
most valuable. Although this book was 
written for public school work, it is the 
conclusion of the writer that every Church 
School Workers’ Library should have a 
copy of it, for no one has yet done the 
same thing that is done here for religious 
education, 

The group of persons in this class con- 
sisted of pastors, Church School superin- 
tendents, principals of departments, teach- 
ers in the Chureh School, and several pub- 
lie school teache:s; most of whom were 
already acquainted with the importance of 
supervision in publie school work (and one 
in the group with supervision among 
working men). Before very long the 
group discovered that here lay the secret 
of making our Chureh Schools more effi- 
cient. And especially in the new emphasis 
of religious education the place of super- 
vision becomes more and more important. 

There was no final examination held at 
the close of the course, but about the mid- 
dle of the course the writer gave a list of 
five topics from which the members of the 
class could choose one on which they would 
write a paper to be handed in the last 
evening, and that paper would serve as the 
test. 

(To be continued next week) 


A LETTER OF GOODWILL 


Dear Dr. Leinbach: 

It is a great pleasure to have the Cen- 
tennial Number of the ‘‘ Reformed Church 
Messenger.’’ A centenarian it may be, 
but no one will charge it with being senile 
or past its day of usefulness, for I am 
sure that it has never been more sparkling 
with life, more responsive to the day in 
which it is published, or more useful in 
its mission. That is one advantage an in- 
stitution has over an individual, that its 
strength can go on increasing with the 
centuries, 

It is very heartening to realize that in 
a day when the Chuich paper has problems 
that it did not have decades ago the ‘‘ Re- 
formed Church Messenger’? is so splendidly 
living up to and pushing forward the high 
ideals of religious journalism. 

The American Bible Society became a 
centenarian eleven years ago. We wel- 
come our ally in Kingdom progress to this 
honorable rank. 

Very cordially yours, 
William I. Haven, 
General Secretary, 
American Bible Society. 


FROM ONE OF AMERICA’S MOST DIS- 
TINGUISHED PREACHERS 


My dear Dr. Leinbach: 

Allow me to say that I always find in 
your paper things which are well worth 
my reading. I congratulate you on pub- 
lishing a paper which must be of immense 
service to your people. 

Wishing you all the best things, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 
—Charles E. Jefferson. 


Broadway Tabernacle Church, 
New York. 


FROM A FELLOW-EDITOR 
My dear Dr. Leinbach: 


I cannot tell you how chagrined I was 
when your splendid Centennial Number 
came to find that I had missed sending you 
the hearty greetings and congratulations 
of our ‘‘Herald of Gospel Liberty,’’ the 
oldest of the religious periodicals. I have 


} 


been in bed so much of the time this fall, 
and wholly unable to keep my correspond- 
ence going, that I had entirely overlooked 
the fact that you were having such a happy 
event. I regret this the more because the 
““Messenger’’ is so kindred to my own 
spirit and I read it regularly with much 
stimulation and pleasure. But I hope that 
under the circumstances you will pardon 
my oversight. 

You are making a most praiseworthy 
contribution to religious journalism, as 
week by week you give your fine interpre- 
tations of our present-day life and needs. 
There is no sign of age upon your pages, 
except that of wisdom, but there is the 
vigor of youth and timeliness. As it is 
approaching its one hundred and twentieth 
milestone, ‘‘The Herald of Gospel Lib- 
erty’’ greets you with heartiest good 
wishes for the years that are to come. And 
with kindlest personal greetings, I am, 

Most sincerely yours, 


—Alva M. Kerr. 
Dayton, O. 


AN AUTHOR’S READING AT HOOD 
COLLEGE 


Within the Christmas season, but not a 
direct part of its festivities, was the de- 
lightful reading of selections from her 
poems by Mary Esther Tull, of the Class 
of 1925. The reading had been arranged 
for the Y Hut by Mrs. Apple with the 
editorial staff of the ‘‘ Herald,’’ the ‘‘Blue 
and Grey,’’ and the ‘‘Touchstone,’’? as 
guests. Local members of Miss Tull’s class 
were also present and assisted in serving 
the refreshments that followed the reading, 
at the president’s home. Following an ap- 
propriate introduction by President Apple, 
Miss Tull read very effectively and enter- 
tainingly selected poems from her recently 
issued collection entitled, ‘‘Stained Win- 
dows.’’ 

Among the poems that were read were 
two that have not yet been published. One, 
dedicated to Mrs. Apple, is given here. 


One Woman 


A woman who to many is the complement 

Of a great other part; . 

Who writes upon the pages of her life 

More quiet deeds than those one gladly 
learns 

Have shown to heaven, but were born of 
earth— 

Deeds that in rainbow hues 

Will live for other days, endure 

As long as conerete proof of worth; 

A woman who with charm and dignity 

Knows oft the heights, yet scorns not low- 
lands sweet; 

Unto her path adds grace as fair 

As all her flowers whose perfume fills 

The little world about her feet— 

And makes it joyous there; 

Who paints upon the pages of her life’s 
brief book— 

A picture rare. 


Frederick, Maryland, Dec. 22, 1927. 


REDEDICATION AT SUMMIT HILL, 
PA. 

St. Paul’s, Summit Hill, Pa., Rev. Ed- 
gar W. Kohler, pastor, which was enlarged, 
renovated and remodeled at a cost of 
$25,000, was rededicated with impressive 


services on Sunday, Dec. 11th. It was an. 
outstanding day in the life of the eon-~ 


gregation both in the loyal spirit man- 
ifested by the record attendance morning 
and evening and the dignified reverence 
and impressiveness of the service. After 
the organ prelude pastors, choir, Consis- 
tory and uilding Committee marched into 
the Church singing the Processional Hymn, 
‘‘Christ is Made the Sure Foundation.’’ 
After the invocation the choir opened the 
service 
“Open the Gates of the Temple,’’ whie 
reflected great credit upon the excelle: 


(Continued on Page 22) 


with a beautiful rendition of — 
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EDITORIAL 


BELIEVE IN THE ATOMS 


We believe that the material world is made up of atoms 
because we can’t see the atoms. We don’t believe that the 
spiritual world is made up of atoms because we can see 
the atoms. If man had eyesight to distinguish the incon- 
ceivably minute particles declared by science to be the 
building stuff of the created universe, we should probably 
be telling ourselves that so vastly much could never be 
constructed from so vastly little. Imagination would be 
stupefied by the contrast. 

' Just so imagination in the domain of spirit staggers when 
required to conceive of the kingdom of God accomplished 
through the everyday humdrum of petty duty which, we 
wearily and vexedly say, gets us nowhere. These in- 
finitesimals of- rising up and sitting down, steps thither 
and steps hither, words too light to remember, deeds too 
tiny to think of—who can imagine humanity redeemed, 
divine love vindicated and heaven's righteousness sustained 
by acts so paltry in moments so insignificant? Can any 
moral cosmos ever be evoked out of the welter of trivialities 
in which we spend our days? 

Why does not the Lord give us something splendid to 
do—the chance and challenge to lay on some decisively 
heroic stroke to which our spirits and the spirits of our 
neighbors will thrill—and so see in a day some evil slain 
or some right set up and fixed? Then we should have at 
least a monument memory to look back to, saying, “That 
day this was done,” and we could comfort our hearts with 
so much proof that our living has been worth the time it 
took. 

But actually we come to each repeating evening of our 
current days constrained to say: “We are unprofitable 
servants; we have done a number of the things which it 
was our duty to do, but what has come of it anyway?” 

Totally unheroic of course, and as devoid of climaxes 
as the ticking of a watch. But “such is life’—as God has 
chosen to order it for the fulfillment of His kingdom. 
Remember how Jesus described the process: “Behold a 
sower went forth to sow.” Ploddingly across the broken 
field, step by step, the sower made his way. When he 
looked back, all the seed he could see was what lay on the 
trodden path, and the birds were already pecking at that. 
Weeks must pass before the sower could tell whether any 
of the seed would grow; months before he knew whether 
it would “yield fruit.” And meanwhile? The best he could 
do was to think that anyhow he had been diligent scatter- 


ing the seed. 


So when men build at anything whatever. “Which of 
you desiring to build a tower” imagines that he can will it 
into being by dramatically waving a wand: “Spring up, 
O tower?” There is no way for it but by picking up one 
brick or stone and laying it on another—a weary succes- 
sion of inconsequential motions. 

What bulks less as a single deed than sawing a board 
or driving a nail? Yet every home in which the sacred 
tradition of family love has accumulated as in a treasure 
chest exists because patient men have laboriously sawed 
boards and driven nails. They made a rooftree, because 
they could and did willingly work at what, counted by 
separate moments, was a chain of routine futilities. Only 
faith which foresaw the accumulation of these futilities 
into results could attain results. 

Such then is the way that men who seek the kingdom 
of God must seek it. Even the Master Himself, though 
possessing and betimes using the divine powers which could 
wield the miracle stroke of wonder among men, was not 
exempt from the day-after-day tediousness of accomplish- 
ing His mission by walking country roads and speaking 
with the country folk in village after village and waiting 
by the wayside till His disciples came back. 

It would alienate us then not merely from the common 
lot of men but from the earthly experience of our Lord 
if we should be allowed to live lives of open, sudden, epic 
triumph in this world. Successes that made us spectacles 
of achievement might feed our vanity but would not con- 
form us in spirit or by faith to the pattern of His service. 

There is a perseverance of the saints more dynamic and 
potential than the creeds tell of. It is blended of patience, 
diligence and trust, and rules the lives it dominates by 
virtue of an understanding to which vastly more is visible 
in the commonplace day than its trivial items of goings 
and comings, words, trials and toils. It is perseverance 
sustained by perceiving that God perseveres, is not dis- 
couraged when a day ends with naught but a fraction of 
an inch gained—a bare pennyworth added to the store. 

For this is a confidence convinced that God has time 
enough, resources enough, power enough, to build His 
greatest intents out of the least of these deeds done in 
fidelity to His will. 

Our deeds are but atoms—even less. But if from their 
tininess we turn to look at God’s infinity, we shall find it 
not impossible to believe in a universe of good aggregated 
in the end from these imponderables. 

Let us believe in the atoms—and be minutely, atomically 
faithful. —Noran R. Best. 
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PROHIBITION ONCE MORE 


The writer has recently re-read the reminiscences of 
Dr. Cyrus Hamlin, the founder of Robert College, Con- 
stantinople. He was a native of Waterford, Maine, among 
the foot-hills of the White Mountains. Dr. Hamlin re- 
lates that he and a brother-in-law, William Stone, were 
discussing the temperance question one Sunday evening, 
when they wrote down the names of 80 drunkards and 
70 hard-drinkers, 150 in all out of a population of 1500, 
whom they knew personally! This was in 1830. I was 
born 17 years later and the Maine temperance law was 
enacted 4 years later still. My native town was not more 
than 30 miles from Waterford, and I can testify that I 
never knew one drunkard, or one hard drinker in all 
the vicinity! They used to talk of a drunkard that lived six 
miles away, but I did not know him. More than this,— 
there was not to my knowledge one habitual user of strong 
drink in my neighborhood! Is it possible that my native 
town, Raymond, was so much more temperate than Water- 
ford, or did the Prohibition law have something to do in 
relation to the use of strong drink? 

A little more than 25 years ago I moved to the city of 
Wichita, Kansas. It was then a town of less than 30,000 
and there were between 30 and 40 open saloons. Open 
saloons were to be found in many of the towns all over 
the state. A few years later, the better citizens of Wich- 
ita got together and put out a law-enforcement ticket which 
was triumphantly elected. Prominent men said that the 
enforcement of the law would seriously injure the city— 
that “grass would soon be growing in the streets!” The 
saloons immediately were closed never to open again. The 
city has not yet “gone on the rocks!” Then we had less 
than 30,000 inhabitants; now we have more than 100,000. 
We have built up many great industries ; we have hundreds 
of miles of paved streets—the grass cannot grow in them! 
we have many sky-scrapers, 10, 11, 14 stories high; and 
just now we are becoming one of the important aviation 
centers of the country! The prosperity of the city has 
been phenomenal. While some may quote the old dictum, 
“Post hoc, sed non propter hoc,’—it is my humble opinion 
that the closing of the saloons has had an important bear- 
ing in the matter. 

While the saloons were open a large proportion of the 
laboring people cashed their pay checks there, and spent 
a considerable portion of the money going out. Now they 
cash their checks in the department stores, in the shoe 
stores, at the groceries and meat markets. Now they can 
afford to own and ride in automobiles—carpenters, masons, 
almost all day laborers, ride back and forth in their own 
cars, and they can afford to do so! Prohibition is a god- 
send to the laboring class; it is a god-send to all classes. 
Let us keep up the fight. In another 20 years, or even in 
less time, we shall have a dry nation, and prosperity and 
peace will prevail all over the land! 

—G. S.R. 


* * * 


CLASSES FOR PARENTS 


We are thankful for the new project of the Federal 
Council of the Churches, made public through its Com- 
mission on Christian Education, to assist parents to meet 
the problems of children’and youth arising out of sex re- 
lationships. In working out the materials and methods of 
sex education appropriate for all ages, for use in the teach- 
ing program of the Churches, the Commission will have 
the valued co-operation of the American Social Hygiene 
Association. 

It seems to us to be high time for the vigorous prosecu- 
tion of such a project, and the recommendation for the 
formation of a large number of parents’ study classes is 
particularly timely and important. As a result of a num- 
ber of conferences it is urged that as a basis for study 
the new textbook by Dr. Thomas W. Galloway,. “Parent- 


of the Federal Council and the Social Hygiene Associa~’ 
tion, this little book of 224 pages (published by the Meth- 
odist Book Concern, price only $1) is a genuine treasure. 
We have studied it with constant delight. It is fine to 
think of fathers and mothers coming together to consider 
and discuss the problems so wisely set forth by Dr. Gal- 
loway. It has been correctly stated that “at present there 
is nothing which parents do so poorly as this supreme 
task of interpreting family life. This volume undertakes 
to help anxious parents to see their duty clearly and to 
perform it without embarassment and with intelligence.” 
Pastors, we advise you to get this little book and urge 
at once the formation of such study classes. Jt would be 
a godsend in the development of a higher strategy of 
co-operation between our Churches and our homes, if we 
could secure a general participation in such a movement. 

We agree with the sentiment of Dr. B. S. Winehester, 
Secy. of the Federal Council’s Commission, when he says? 

“It is a surprising fact that the members of our Churches, 
the very people who are most concerned with the preserva- 
tion of the home and the building up of wholesome rela- 
tions between the sexes, should have been so hesitant in 
adopting constructive programs of sex-education. Such 
programs are indispensable to the development of lofty 
ideals in youth and their intelligent understanding of some 
of their most pressing problems. While the Church delays, 
sensational newspapers and motion pictures, and unsuper- 
vised relationships on playground and the street, are all 
the time making boys and girls acquainted with the ab- 
normalities and perversions of sex. How are they to 
receive right information and be trained in wholesome 
attitudes, if the Church does not he!p the parents wisely 
to fulfil their responsibility ?” 


* ok * 


“THE REFORMED CHURCH PULPIT” 


It is not surprising that much interest should be evinced — 
by MESSENGER readers in the announcement of the forth- 
coming book, “The Reformed Church Pulpit,” which con- 
tains 25 sermons by ministers of our denomination and is 
edited by the Rev. Fred K. Stamm. Macmillans announce. 
that the book will be published January 10. Orders sent 
to the Publication and Sunday School Board will be filled 
in the order of their receipt, and we are looking for an 
exceptional response. We understand the price of the 
volume is to be $2.50. Loyal sons and daughters of the 
Reformed Church will not want their homes to be with- 
out this book, which provides a valuable cross-section of 
the pulpit work of our ministry in this day. That eminent 
pulpiteer, Dr. J. Fort Newton, who has written the intro- 
duction, considers this book a real contribution to worth 
while contemporary sermonic literature. Indeed, what has 
been said by those who have read these sermons has stirred 
up no little eagerness to possess this book. . 

Pa toa) 


THE MILLER FUND ESSAY CONTEST 


Announcement is made on the news page of this issue 
of a Prize Essay Contest which should awaken widespread — 
interest among our pastors and people and should set a 
great number at the serious task of studying a question — 
which is undoubtedly one of the most important that could’ 
possibly engage our attention. Is not the future of Amer- 
ica—indeed of mankind as a whole—directly dependent 
upon the character of our home life? Is anything more 
essential today than the spiritualization of our homes? 
Is not the success or failure of the Christian Church in- : 
volved at every point in the solution of this intricate prob- _ 
lem? What excuse, therefore, can any of us have for 
not being deeply concerned in its solution ? ss 

The Rufus W. and Katherine McCauley Miller Mem- 
orial Fund, endowed by their three children; makes pos- - 


\ sible for this year the contest referred to, and the terms | 

hood and the Character Training of Children,” should be . stated indicate substantial prizes which should provide addi-y. 7”. 
used. It is a happy augury that we have, at, hand a book tional inducement for the. participation of many MEssEN=- ,~ ~— 
so valuable, which has come to the Kingdom for such,a . GER readers. ‘The greatest reward, however, will be im 
time and service as this. Prepared under the joint auspices your earnest study of, this: supreme problem -of our time, 
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and in the contribution you may be able to make toward 
meeting this urgent need. 
* * * 


EQUIPPED FOR THE JOURNEY 


The beginning of a New Year has many lessons for the 
thoughtful. Obviously it suggests the brevity and tran- 
sitoriness of life, the ceaseless round of “change and de- 
cay,” the inevitable vacant chair, the inexorable challenge 
and obligation of every passing hour. For those who have 
ears to hear it speaks with surpassing force, and yet with 
wondrous tenderness, of man’s duty and opportunity and 
of God’s guidance and protection and unfailing mercy. 

What wisdom, if any, have you learned from the pro- 
cession of the years? Perhaps no nugget has in it more 
fine gold than the art of discrimination between the tem- 
poral and the eternal, between the things that are ephemeral 
and the things that are abiding, between the fashions of 
this world that are so rapidly passing away and the things 
“that cannot be shaken.” What can be more helpful, if 
we are really trying to “put our house in order” and to 
live in such a way that each tomorrow will find us farther 
than today, than the ever deepening conviction (1) that 
there are many things without which we can get along 
better than if we attempted to carry them with us, and 
(2) that there are other things so essential to our welfare 
and so eternal in their significance that we simply dare not 
attempt to proceed on our journey without them. 

Whittier, just past sixty and with a “noble body of 
work” behind him, wrote: 


“The aster flower is failing, 
The hazel’s gold is paling; 
Yet overhead more near 
The eternal stars appear.” 


This was the note of joyous serenity, of calm faith in 
God and in humanity, of quiet and convincing hope in 
progress. Commenting upon its philosophy, another great 
Quaker, Dr. Rufus M. Jones, writes in the Friends’ In- 
telligencer: “What Whittier is saying in his poem is that 
as life matures some lovely things fail or fade and we 
leave them behind, but there are other things which grow 
even more real and more sure as we go on, and the main 
business of life is just the business of discovering and 
holding fast to these eternally real and abiding values.” 

What progress have you made in learning this far- 
reaching truth? Are you beholding “the eternal stars” 
more clearly with each passing year, or have you eyes 
only for the fading flowers of this passing world? Some 
folks, alas, accumulate with every year more useless bag- 
gage; they are “all cluttered up” with the impedimenta on 
life’s journey; progress becomes increasingly difficult be- 
cause they are so weighted down with useless things which 
they are unwilling to give up, but not one of which can 
be taken along into eternity. 


We recall a great journey just after the World War 
into remote and almost inaccessible places. At the be- 
ginning we were cautioned to “travel light’; there would 
be room, we were told, for but a small amount of luggage. 
Some of us risked taking more than was actually needed, 
but little by little we were compelled to “strip almost to 
the bone.” We had to learn for days and weeks to do 
without some of the things we had considered absolutely 
essential, and it surprised us to learn how little difference 
it made. Many a mountain climber has learned this les- 
son as he made his assault upon the lonely peak; it is 
required of every invading army going into an enemy’s 
country. Life, as Dr. Jones says, is “an incessant strip- 
ping all the way up, as though the roads were beset by 
robbers who took from us one thing after another. Whether 
we like it or not, we have to learn to do without things 
that once were precious.” Sherwood Eddy, lezving his 
lovely home to live in humbler quarters among the poorer 
folk, that he might more truly represent the Master he 
_professes to love and serve, gives us an example that most 
‘of us have not faith, love and courage enough to follow. 
‘But, as another year begins, should it not give us pause? 


<a 


Positively, this is the hour to repeat over and over 
again that there are indispensables, absolutely essential to 
life, the ‘eternal stars’’ by which all wise men must steer, 
the spiritual realities by which we live. Thank God, there 
are some things that “cannot be shaken,” some things that 
last on. They not only abide, but they grow richer and 
more precious with the years. They are as eternal as God 
is. They are the “things we must have if we are to go on 
at all; and therefore nothing can be more important than 
the discovery and the cultivation of these indispensables.” 

It behooves us to remember how the first disciples of 
Jesus, growing up amid boats and nets, absorbed with the 
size of their “catch” and the small talk of the fishermen, 
forsook boats and nets and all the narrowing and provin- 
cial outlook of their former lives until at length one of 
them could look into the Master’s face and cry: “Show us 
the Father, and it sufficeth us.” It has been well said that 
“we can leave everything else behind, if we can find a God 
Who loves us like a tender Father.” That is enough for 
any journey. 

“I have a friend,” says Dr. Jones, “who has at the age 
of 45 reached almost the top of the medical profession. 
He has twice been sent to China to help reorganize medical 
practice in that country. His medical clinic was recently 
declared by the head of one of the leading hospitals in 
London to be the foremost single clinic in the world. And 
yet this man is doomed to die with an incurable disease. 
For more than a year he has gone to bed not knowing that 
he would be alive in the morning. He has undergone a 
tremendous stripping. Almost everything that had seemed 
within his grasp has faded like the autumn aster and the 
hazel flower. But the eternal stars have come out in full 
glory. He has been filled with a joy he never knew be- 
fore. He has discovered a richness that is beyond belief. 
He wonders how he missed so much of life in those old 
days of health. He is writing many letters to his friends 
telling them of the joy crowded into these happy days 
in the valley and shadow of death. We have. all made 
too much of death, he says; it seems to be hardly more 
than changing one suit of clothes for another—putting off 
an old suit for a new one.” What is this but a replica 
of the experience of thousands who have learned to live 
with eternity in their hearts? Seeking those things which 
are above, and no longer enamored chiefly of earthly things, 
they are marching on into the future with the indispens- 
ables of faith, hope and love. These three, as St. Paul 
said, are the things that abide. With them, they are able 
to conquer doubts and fears. Whatever the odds against 
them, they know that about them and beneath them are 
“the everlasting arms” of our Heavenly Father. Nothing 
is more wonderful, nothing more comforting in such a 
world as ours, than this paean of the conquering heart— 
that 

“His greatness flows around our incompleteness, 
Round our restlessness His rest.” 
* ok Ok 


WETNESS AND THE PRESIDENCY 


A well-known Washington correspondent reports the 
deathbed prediction made the other day by Mr. Joseph 
Kealing, National Republican Committeeman from Indiana, 
long regarded as a shrewd political forecaster, perhaps the 
best political prophet of his party. This correspondent, 
Mr. Clinton W. Gilbert, credits Mr. Kealing with being 
cool, dispassionate and thoroughly objective, free from 
the common fault of “believing what he wished to be- 
lieve,” but sensing with uncanny precision the actualities 
of the situation. Well, his deathbed prophecy was that 
“Governor Smith is certain to be nominated by the Demo- 
crats, and with him as a candidate there will be only one 
issue, and that is Prohibition.” He added: “The Demo- 
crats will probably try to avoid the issue by pledging law 
enforcement, but they will be unable to avoid it. This 
country is dry, virtually the whole of it except a few wet 
spots in the East and in the bigger cities. (Mr. Kealing 
himself was not a “dry”.) In a straicht-out wet and drv 
fight the drys will inevitably win. The Republicans will 
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take the more popular side of the controversy, and will be 
forced further toward the dry side than ever before. This 
will make that party even stronger than usual. The em- 
ployers of labor, though wet personally, will organize to 
prevent any weakening of the position of Prohibition 
through the election of a wet President. There can be 
only one result of such an election.” 


Mr. Gilbert gives this prediction, he says, for what it 
is worth; in his opinion, however, it overlooks the fact 
that “the dry South will in the end support Smith, which 
means that the drys will not present a united front to the 
fore.” If the South proves that its partisanship is more 
potent than its professed support of Prohibition, this de- 
fection may give our country a President who is not only 
personally wet, but who embodies in himself the most per- 
sistent and devastating opposition to all prohibition legis- 
lation. Indeed, Mr. Walter Lippmann, chief editorial 
writer of the New York World, one of Mr. Smith’s most 
enthusiastic supporters, writing in the current Harper’s 
Magazine admits that it is an “unfortunate fact” that wet- 
ness is “the one unmistakable national cause” with which 
the Governor of New York is clearly identified. ‘He is 
as thoroughly identified with wetness as President Cool- 
idge has been with prosperity; he is not identified with 
anything else. By and large, the one definite thing fixed in 
the popular mind is that he is an opponent of national 
Prohibition.” 


In seeking to describe what effect Smith’s possible elec- 
tion would have on Prohibition, Mr. Lippmann lays down 
a few axioms or “fixed points which will in all likelihood 
remain fixed for as long a time as one can reasonably 
look ahead.” They are: (1) that the 18th Amendment 
cannot be repealed or modified; (2) that the Volstead Act 
is not likely to be modified by the next Congress; (3) that 
Congress, while retaining the Volstead Act, zill not ap- 
propriate enough to enforce it thoroughly, nor arm the 
Executive with the drastic police powers which thorough 
enforcement requires; (4) that the Executive, thus handi- 
capped by inadequate powers and resources, is bound to 
use his discretion as to where he will apply his limited 
resources to a virtually unlimited problem. Mr. Lippmann 
concludes therefore that the idol of the wets would be 
helpless to effect any great changes; that the least he could 
do would be to practice the same kind of enforcement as 
exists today, which is admittedly unsatisfactory, and the 
best he could do would be to devote the powers of en- 
forcement exclusively to those States that would like to 
be “bone dry,” and allow the unregenerate wet States to 
laugh the Constitution out of court. 


We do not believe that Mr. Lippmann will succeed in 
minimizing the importance of having in the Presidential 
office a man who is a sworn opponent of Prohibition. If 
it is difficult now to secure satisfactory enforcement, with 
a President who is dry in practice and principle, it is reason- 
able to conclude that lawlessness would increase by leaps 
and bounds under a President who is not only the person- 
ification of wetness, but who has scoffed and sneered at 
this law which became a part of our Constitution by the 
most overwhelming majority in the history of the Republic. 
Such a President would, we think, give daily comfort to 
the enemy. In time of war, giving comfort to the enemy 
is regarded as a species of treason. This is a real war—and 


the fight will go on until the Constitution is vindicated. 


Prohibition will win not only because it is the law, but 
because it is a good law, upon which America cannot af- 
ford to turn its back. 


The Parables of Safed the Sage 


THE PARABLE OF THE SHEARS 


I have a friend whom I love, and from whom a Call 
is always welcome, save that I am never able to help him 
as much as I could wish. For while he is not an unsuc- 
cessful man, he is one who hath ever shrunk from Opposi- 
tion, and from the stern necessity of Facing Adverse Con- 
ditions, and it hath not been easy to tell him this. And 
he hath many fine qualities. 

Now as we sate and talked, I drew toward me some 
Newspapers that lay upon my desk, and certain Articles 
that were Marked, I began to Cut Out. And each of them 
I pasted on a sheet of Paper, with a penciled note as to 
why I had decided to save it. 

And he said, Thou seemest to me to make rather liberal 
use of the Shears and Paste Pot. 

And I said, They are among my Best Friends. 

And he said, What dost thou see in this little insignificant 
clipping ? 

And I said, I think I see the possibility of something 
that the man who wrote it did not see, and I intend to 
try to make other people see what I see. 

And he said, Dost thou then get the idea at second hand? 

And I said, Not so. I get the bald fact at second hand. 
But that which the writer of the fact sowed was a bare 
fact, and I give it a body as it pleaseth me; and the new 
life of the fact after I’ have nurtured and grown it is 
mine own. But of Originality the Shears are the Father 
and the Paste Pot is the Mother. 

And he said, Thou seemest to get a Parable out of 
almost anything. I suppose thou couldest get one out of 
the very Shears. 

And I said, Sure thing. And I could draw a lesson 
from the Steel, and another from the Sharpness, and others 
from other Qualities. But most of all would I draw a 
Lesson of the Value of having something always that must 
be Opposed. 

And he said, Tell me about that. 

And I said, The most significant fact about these Shea. 
is that what would otherwise be only two rather curiously 
shaped Knives are so Riveted together that neither can 
cut without the other, and their success is in their Benevol- 
ent Opposition. 

And he said, I had not thought of it in that way. 

And I said, It is not always well for a man that he 
eliminate Opposition. We measure our strength in terms 
of things successfully opposed, of Pounds Lifted, and 
Miles Traveled, and Tasks Accomplished. And if we 
seek to evade them, we do but waste our strength in evasion, 
strength that would have Lifted the Load, or Climbed the 
Hill. 

And he thought a moment and said, Or Cut the Knot. 

And he was “silent for a little time, and he rose to go. 
And he said, I believe I can finish that Parable myself. 


O year of joy and gladsomeness, 
O year of golden rays, 

We tune our harps, we tune our 

hearts, 

To thy new notes of praise; 

For in the spring will robins sing, 
And orioles, while hush 

Adown the woodland vales will yield 
To golden notes of thrush. 


A NEW YEAR 
B. F. M. Sours 


O year of joy and gladsomeness, 
What wilt thou bring to me? 
Shall I be wafted on thy wings 
To yonder Crystal Sea? 
Shall life be here, or life be there,— 
And what shall be the strong, 
Sweet psalmody my heart shall sing on 
To bind thy sheaf of song? 


O year of joy and gladsomeness, 
O year of fields and flowers, 

Of bees and birds and waterfalls, 
Of sunshine and of showers:— 

I bring my all of hope and fear 
And lay them at the feet 

Once pierced that mine may journey 


To tread life’s golden street. 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
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The Younger Generation 


BY DR. FREDERICK LENT 


The only person who knows all about 
children is the one who never had any of 
his own. Close association with approxi- 
mately 600 young people as President of 
Elmira College—the oldest college for 
women in the United States, does not give 
me the assurance that I can make many 
Sweeping generalizations about the 
younger generation. Our students at EI- 
mira College are. women. Acquaintance 
with them gives little opportunity to form 
accurate opinions as to the character of 
the young men of today. 

These students are carefully selected. 
They probably do not represent all girls. 
It happens that they are a superior group, 
if any one can judge from reports concern- 
ing other colleges. But no general state- 
ment can be made even about them, to 
which exceptions might not be taken. They 
are just individuals, no two exactly alike. 
They are not stamped out with a die. They 
differ from each other. 

You had difficulty in finding the best 
diet for your first child. You experiment- 
ed until you discovered the food on which 
he would thrive. You thought you had 
solved the problem of the feeding of chil- 
dren. You tried the formula with your 
next child only to find that it would not 
work at all. 

In dealing with temperament, moral 
tendencies, and mental habits, there is no 
one rule that will apply to all cases. No 
one knows in advance how to bring up chil- 
dren. The problem is to know how to deal 
wisely with each one as a distinct person- 
ality. 

The older generation has been much 
alarmed over the younger generation. The 
young people are said to be different from 
the young of any preceding age. But that 
has been true from the beginning of time. 
The old folks were shocked by us when 
Wwe were young, and their elders felt the 
same way about them. No doubt Adam 
and Eve were worried to death over Cain 
and Abel, and forgot about their own little 
affair in the garden. Cain did not turn 
out very well, but were the consequences 
of his wild conduct any more disastrous 
than the results of theirs? Noah was hor- 
rified at Ham’s indecency and cursed him 
roundly for it, but was the son’s lack of 
good manners and good morals any more 
deplorable than his father’s? 

It is undeniable that the young people 
of the last decade have attracted atten- 
tion by their peculiarities. J wonder how 
it feels to belong to a class which is writ- 
ten up so continuously in dailies, weeklies, 
and monthlies, made the subject for ad- 
dresses without end, and denounced and de- 
fended, as our young people, particularly 
college students, are, and have been? I 
have read blood-chilling tales of their im- 
moralities, testimonies to their utter in- 
difference to long-accepted moral codes, 
social conventions, and canons of good 
taste; I have listened to lurid stories of 
their evil conduct, and have personally 
known of a few instances. But over 
against this are just as many, although 
less sensational, accounts of conduct char- 
acterized by good sense, decency, purity, 
serious purpose, heroism, and fine idealism. 
Does it not seem probable that young peo- 
ple are about the same as they always have 
been, some good and some not so good? 

The world in which our present genera- 
tion of college students have grown up is 
different from their parents’ world. To be 


good in it requires a higher type of char- 


acter than formerly. 

One needs courage and skill to sail a 
steamship across the Atlantic. To pilot an 
airplane across must call for even greater 
courage and skill. Lindbergh is acclaimed 
as a hero while the captain of the liner 
gets no mention, although similar qualities 
are challenged in each. For young folks 
now to meet the requirements of the new 
day they must be at least a trifle better 
than young folks had to be a generation 
ago. 

When our college student’s father was a 
young man he came with a buggy to take 
his best girl for a drive. The parents gave 
their consent. The highest-stepping steed 
could not go very fast nor far. Now that 
father’s son comes with a high-powered 
car, and honks the horn until the girl 
comes out. She did not need to ask per- 
mission to go. They can travel a hundred 
miles or so and not be gone long. No chap- 
eronage is required. 

Suppose that girl’s mother had had the 
same freedom she has. Would she have 
been any different from what her daughter 
is now? No doubt mother was sweet, pure 
and gentle. How much opportunity did she 
have to be anything else? Mother did not 
have to exercise self-control. Her parents 
did it for her. Young people had to obey, 
and obedience was enforced by punish- 
ment, 

Our young pecple came into a world 
which had come in part to believe that a 
child should not be punished, but per- 
suaded; not suppressed and browbeaten, 
but reasoned with; not governed by au- 
thority, but taught to practice self-govern- 
ment. 
had 12 children, and adopted 6 more. He 
had never whipped any of them even once. 
He did not believe in punishing a child. We 
have either reverted to the savage’s theory 


of training children, or else he caught up , 


with us. At any rate, it is the theory 
usually held. 

Is it surprising if our young people are 
different from those of a preceding gen- 
eration? Are they as good as their par- 
ents were at the same age? Are the col- 
lege students of today as fine, morally, as 


college students were 25 years ago? I do 


not see that they are any less religious, 
or moral, than were the students of an 


EVENTIDE 


Home, home, home, 

From their wanderings far and wide 
The winged creatures sweep, 

Safe, safe, safe 

In the gathering eventide 

They quiet down and sleep. 


Men, men, men, 
On the darkening pathways press 
With pensive plodding gaits; 


Home, home, home, 
For a welcoming tenderness 
Each lifts the latch and waits. 


Gone, gone, gone, 

Are the yesterdays love has known— 
And going this day too— 

Birds, men, home! 

Yet the memories westward flown 
At dawning awake anew. 


—Henry Linford Krause. 


An old Creek Indian told me he- 


earlier generation. They have more free- 
dom to go wrong, but they still go right, 
to at least as great an extent as their per- 
ents did. They are, therefore, it seems to 
me, on the whole, better than college stu- 
dents used to be. 

They are inclined to be radicals, in re- 
volt against traditional religious dogma, 
social and economic theories and prac- 
tices, and, in general, impatient of control 
by external authority. This is perfectly 
normal. It is incidental to growth. The 
radicalism of youth keeps the world from 
becoming hopelessly static. It is encour- 
aging to know that some young people are 
disgusted with things as they are, and are 
determined to change them. 

The notion prevails that college students 
have almost a monopoly on contempt for 
law; one would think, to hear some people 
talk, that the students know more about 
hip-flasks than they do about text-books. 
It is said that they who would never have 
tasted liquor now defy the law and drink 
because it is forbidden. The same reason- 
ing would trace the source of all the crime 
in the world to Moses since the Ten Com- 
mandments are in the main prohibitory. 
““Thou shalt not’’ is the burden of nearly 
all law. That is why, according to the 
popular idea, law creates lawlessness, by 
stimulating resistance, especially on the 
part of college students. 

But do college students show more eon- 
tempt for law than other people do? Did 
they secure the repeal of the Mullen-Gage 
Act? What shall we say of respect: for 
law when Judges openly boast of violating 
it, when the so-called best people of a eom- 
munity patronize the bootleggers, and 
those entrusted with the duty of law- 
enforcement protect the men who earry on 
the illegal business? Think of a Judge 
who gets drunk at night and the next 
morning is called upon to pass sentence on 
a poor devil for the same offense! The 
State refuses to co-operate in enforcing a 
law, the conspicuous offenders are the very 
makers and administrators of law. This is 
not to be charged to the radicalism of 
youth, but to the hide-bound conservatism 
and incurable stupidity of older people. 
What is its effect on college students? It 
has been less disastrous than one might 
reasonably expect. College students are 
at least as law-abiding as their elders. 

There is no other group in our popula- 
tion more dominated by a high idealism 
than college students. They want to make 
life worth living. They respond to the 
challenge of a difficult task. If they had 
their way, many a hoary abuse would be 
swept away, including drink, war, race- 
hatreds, and industrial wrongs. The world 
would be as safe in their hands it ever has 
been, to say the least. 

Not only are academic requirements for 
admission to college higher than formerly, 
but more and more attention is paid to 
the facts which can be gathered regarding 
the personality of the applicant. As might 
be expected, the people who enter college 
now belong to a distinetly higher level, 
intellectually and morally, than those of 
a generation ago. They are being selected 
and trained for leadership in all that 
makes for better living. A nobler civiliza- 
tion is being born in the colleges of today. 
Not all who are admitted, nor all who are 
retained, as students measure up to de- 
mands and expectations, but the majority 
of them do. 
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Zionism—An Interpretation 


The 15th Zionist Congress met at Basle, 
Switzerland, in the early part of Septem- 
ber, 1927. At this meeting the quota of 
$7,500,000 was approved for Palestine Re- 
lief in the year 1928. At a meeting held 
at Chicago the first part of November, 
1,000 representatives of American Zionism 
approved the quota. Sunday, November 
13th, was set apart as the date for the in- 
tensive drive for this quota 
larger than any previous amount asked for 
the furtherance of the Zionist movement. 
The subject of Zionism is a vital one, and 
its study is fascinating. 

From the time of Caliph Omar’s entry 
into Jerusalem in the year 637 A. D., the 
success of Mohammedanism in Palestine 
was rapid. Palestine became Arabized 
and Islamized in a very short time. This 
condition held sway until the World War, 
a period of 2,000 years, with the exception 
of an interval of a century when the Cru- 
saders were in control. 

During this period both the Jew and 
the Christian failed to find a hearty wel- 
come in Palestine. But the Jews always 
had a longing to live and especially die in 
Palestine. Jewish pilgrimages became 
more frequent and many Jews, approach- 
ing the eventide of life, went to Palestine 
to die. 

In the last century a society known as 
Hoveve Zion (Lovers of Zion) began to 
establish colonies of Jewish agriculturists 
in Palestine. Their efforts were encour- 
aged by generous gifts from Mr. Roths- 
child. This movement inspired a Jew of 
the prophetie type, Theodore Herzl, who 
dreamed of purchasing Palestine from the 
Turk under a charter guaranteed by the 
great powers of Europe. This dream failed 
to materialize, but it did give rise to the 
movement known as Zionism. 

During the World War the chief leaders 
of the Zionist organization supported the 
entente. In October, 1916, the Zionists of 
England made certain proposals to the 
British government which served as a basis 
for future discussion. The Russian revolu- 
tion followed and the English government 
reasoned that the endorsement of the Zion- 
ist movement would have a favorable in- 
fluence on the Russian Jew, who figured 
very largely in the revolution. 


It was in the month of July, 1917, that 


Lord Rothschild handed a draft text to Mr. 
Balfour, which was afterwards known as 
the Balfour Declaration. The Declaration 
ealls for the National Home for the Jews 
in Palestine, with the understanding that 
nothing shall be done which may prejudice 
the civil and religious rights of non-Jewish 
communities in Palestine. 


The British eaptured Jerusalem Decem- 
ber 8, 1917. It was a high day for the 
Jews. They anticipated the restoration of 
the Jewish nation in Palestine and that 
they would be privileged to rule. As a re- 
sult of the Balfour Declaration and the 
passing of Palestine from the Turkish to 
the British domination a colonization 
movement by the Jews took place immedi- 
ately. It is perhaps the greatest coloniza- 
tion movement since the settlement estab- 
lished on the American soil in the seven- 
teenth century. It is perhaps the greatest 
experiment of the present century. In the 
first few years of the British control of 
Palestine the Jewish immigrants some- 
times numbered 4,000 a month. A city like 
Tel-Aviy, the most exclusive Jewish city 
in the world, almost sprung up in a night 
from a population of almost nothing to 
40,000, and the land values in some in- 
stances have inereased 1,000 per cent. 

The immigrants for the most part are 
young people between the ages of 18 and 
25. Instead of the aged going to Palestine 
to die on holy soil, or instead of the mid- 
dle-aged going forth as pioneers, leading 


which is, 
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their offspring to make a new land, the 
young people are now creating the founda- 
tion upon which Palestine is to be built. 
The Zionist movement is a modern youth 
movement. Since the World War 60,000 
Jews have come into Palestine, the ages 
ranging from 19 to 30, 

There are more than 15,000,000 Jews in 
the world today. Of this number 10,000,- 
000 are in Russia, Poland, and Eastern 
Europe. At the present time there are 
some 80 Jewish colonies in Palestine; 33% 
of the immigrants in 1921 came from Po- 
land, 15% from Russia, or 48% from these 
two countries. The Zionist officials have 
representatives in these countries who try 
to interest young men to come to Palestine 
and take up agriculture. The influx of 
Jews since the World War has been 


startling. 

The motives which impel Jews to go to 
Palestine are both patriotic and religious. 
They 
Home for the Jews. 


are desirous to establish a National 
The patriotic motive 


ANTICIPATING 1928 


We stand upon the threshold now, 
And view the vista of the Year 
..In Peace, and with no pang of 

Fear, 
But with bright hopes, calming the 
brow. 


Because He, Who led in the Past, 
And has provided all our days; 
Will grant new Providence to 

praise, 

New Grace and Gifts, while years 

shall last. 


Take Thou anew our yielded all, 
To live the Year for God alone: 
Waiting for orders from the 

Throne, 
Surrendered to Thine every call. 


Therefore each step, that shall be 
trod, 
Will be in Jesu’s company: 
And through the twelve months 
we shall see 
The loving-kindnesses of God. 


—wWilliam Olney. 


The Jews always kept 
warm in their hearts the belief that the 
Promised Land would one day be restored 
to them and the Holy City rebuilt to the 
glory of Jehovah. The prophecy of Zacha- 


seems foremost. 


riah strengthened this belief. The Zionist 
movement roots itself in religion, but it 
is not wholly a religious movement. Among 
the members of Zionist colonists the syna- 
gogue is often the last structure to be 
erected. 

I, There are a number of outstanding 
obstacles which retard the Zionist move- 
ment today. One of these obstacles is the 
Arab, who claims the land of Palestine. 
In Palestine there are about 100,000 Jews, 
85,000 Christians and about 650,000 
Moslems, or Arabs. The Arab states his 
grievances thus: 

1. Great Britain, in taking over Pales- 
tine, was largely given to the thought of 
establishing a National Home for the Jews, 
and not to grant equal rights to all Pales- 
tinians. The Arabs accuse the government 
of being partial to the Jews. 

2. The British government has the Zion- 
ist Commission as its advisory body which 
stands ready, at any time, to take over the 
government. This commission, known as 
the Zion Executive, is, however, without 
power, and is merely an advisory body. 

f 


; 
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The Arab protests because he is not recog- 
nized in any such eapacity. 

3. The Arab protests because there is 
an undue proportion of Jews in the gov- 
ernment service. This is true, but without 
reason. The Arab as a race is illiterate 
and not fitted intellectually for civil ser- 
vice. 

4. The Arab claims that the program of 
Zionism calls for the flooding of Palestine 
with a people who possess greater com- 
mercial and organizing ability than the 
Arabs, which eventually leads them to 
gain the upper hand over the rest of the 
population. This grievance is well found- 
ed. The Arabs of Palestine have a saying 
that the love of trading is in the blood of 
the Jew and that he can’t helping wanting 
to be a merchant any more than he ean 
help wanting to possess Palestine. They 
say that a few years after coming to 
Palestine the Jewish colonist will be found 
looking out of the back window of his 
house at a gang of Arabs doing his farm 
work, while in his front window he dis- 
plays, not his farm products, but goods he 
has bought for sale, 

5. The Arabs claim the Jew is an eco- 
nomic danger. 

6. The immigrant Jew is accused of ar- 
rogance and social prejudice. Due to this 
spirit of the immigrant Jew, there has 
been bloodshed in certain portions of 
Palestine. The Jew feels his superiority. 

7. Immigrants are aceused of having 
Bolshevik tendencies. This accusation is 
not well founded. The British government 
is very careful in this respect and no un- 
desirables are privileged to enter Pales- 
tine. ; 

II. A second obstacle the Zionist meets 
is the Christian. About 11% of the popu- 
lation is Christian, with the Orthodox 
Chureh having most members. The opposi- 


‘tion of the Palestinian Christians to Zion- 


ism is due to Jewish competition. As shop- 
keepers, craftsmen, skilled laborers, trad- 
ers, the Jews are the rivals of the local 
Christians. The Greeks and the Armenians 
are shrewd and clever business men, and 
these people are on a par with the Jew on 
a business proposition. The rivalry be- 
tween them is keen and the local Chris- 
tians think that they ought to have prefer- 
ential treatment from the British govern- 
ment. 


Ill. A third and more serious obstacle 
that retards the Zionist movement is the 
English government. It was in July, 1922, 
that the League of Nations approved the 
Mandatory power of Great Britain over 
Palestine, with the understanding that the 
holy places should remain in possession of 
the Christians. 


It was on the King’s birthday of the 
same year that the British High Commis- 
sioner of the British government stated 
the policy of the British government to- 
wards the Jews in Palestine. He stated 
that the Balfour Declaration meant that 
““Jews, a people who were scattered 
throughout the world, but whose hearts are 
always turned towards Palestine, should 
be enabled to found here their home, and 
that some among them, within the limits 
that are fixed by the number and interests 
of the present population, should come to 
Palestine in order to help by their re- 
sources and efforts to develop the country 
to the advantage of its inhabitants.’’ The 
British government has given the Arabs 
the assurance that it never will consent to 
the setting up of a Jewish government to 
govern a non-Jewish majority. The Brit-_ 
ish government has made it plain to the 
Jews that Palestine shall not become Jew- 
ish as England is English, and that neit her 
the Arab nor any other people shall 
subordinate to the Jewish rule. This pr 


CE  ——————————— 


JANUARY 5, 1928. i 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


to be a great blow to Zionism and the 
British government is accused of proving 
false to the promise made in the famous 
Balfour Declaration. Rabbi Stephen S. 
Wise, at a recent conference held in Chi- 
cago, blamed the world Zionist leadership 
for its failure to hold Great Britain to its 
obligations under the mandatory govern- 
ment. At the 15th Zionist Congress held 
at Basle, Switzerland, early in September, 
1927, Dr. Weizmann, the head of the Zion 
Executive, was criticized for his leniency 
towards Great Britain. At this congress 
Rabbi Wise said, ‘‘It is the duty of Zion- 
ist leadership to urge the mandatory 
power to take greater part in facilitating 
the creation of the Jewish National Home 
in Palestine, a duty directly imposed upon 
this power by the provisions of the man- 
date granted to it by the League of Na- 
tions.’ 

The British government not only proves 
an obstacle to the future of Zionism by its 
interpretation of the Balfour Declaration, 
but it actually limited the army of immi- 
Yants lest the army of the unemployed be- 
come too large and discontent follow. 
The following persons may be admitted: 
1. Travellers for a period of three months; 
2. Persons of independent means who de- 
sire to take up residence in Palestine; 3. 
Professional men who desire to follow their 

rofession; 4. Dependents of residents in 

alestine; 5. Persons having definite pros- 

pects of employment; 6. Persons of re- 
ligious motives who have means of main- 
tenance in Palestine; 7. Returning resi- 
dents. This restricted immigration con- 
siderably and, in consequence, helps to 
keep the Jewish population in the minor- 
ity. 

IV. The fourth obstacle that retards 
the progress of the Zionist movement is 
the division existing among the Jews them- 
selves. There are internal divisions in 
the Zionist organization. In an election 
for the national council that sits in an 
advisory capacity to the High Commission- 
er relative to things not political, 25 dif- 
ferent parties or groups were in the field. 
The assembly was marked with tumultuous 
disorders. 

Actusations are made that money con- 
tributed towards Zionism, more than $30,- 
00,000 since the war, goes towards high 
salaries paid towards Zionist officials. It 
is claimed that less than 30% of their 
people are provided for educationally and 
50% of the budget is consumed for ad- 
ministrative expenses. Whilst in Pales- 
tine last summer the teachers at Tel-Aviv 
were on a strike because they had received 
mo pay since last January. Payment was 
promised them, provided they could effect 
a loan. The Zionists are trying to revive 
the Hebrew language. This is a dead 
language without current literature. The 
venture, they say, is expensive. 

Then Zionists are opposed by Jews, due 
to commercial expediency. Many of the 
Jewish farmers hire Arabs in preference 
to Jews because they work cheaper. The 
Jews who have come to Palestine have 
brought their labor organizations with 
them. The Jew works for 8 hours and de- 
mands 60 piasters, that is, $3. The Arab 
works from sunrise to sunset, and receives 
from 20 to 40 piasters, or from $1 to $2 
for a day’s work. The Jew who owns 
land will not pay the higher price for labor 
if the Arab can do the work just as well 
for less. 

Then Zionism is opposed by the Ortho- 
dox Jew. The Orthodox Jew thinks of him 
as a Jew without religion. These immi- 
grants have social, national and political 
ambition rather than religious. They come 
with European tastes and may be classed 
as non-synagogue Jews. A meat merchant 
in Jaffa claims that his main trade comes 
from Tel-Aviv, the most exclusive Jewish 
city in the world, and the thing he sells 
mostly is ham. The Orthodox Jew of 
Palestine looks upon the Zionists with an 


eye of suspicion. It is evident that the 
Jews in Palestine are not united in this 
program of Zionism. 

But in spite of these obstacles Zionism 
has done much good for Palestine. It has 
introduced modern methods of farming. 
They have imported modern machinery and 
in this respect have given the Arab an ex- 
ample which will have an influence on a 
people who live and work along primitive 
lines. 

The Zionists are trying to have the 
Arab join their labor unions and thereby 
help improve labor conditions. By so 
doing the Jew would naturally profit be- 
cause the Arab would be obliged to work 
for the same money as does the Jew. In 
this enterprise the Jew has not been suc- 
cessful. 


‘TIME’? 


What is Time, that comes and goes, 
And carries with it joys and woes? 
A thing invisible to human eye, 
Yet leaves its mark in passing by? 
Has it no tongue to speak a word, 
Nor e’en the voice of a singing bird? 
And yet we hear throughout all ages, 
That ‘‘Time will tell,’’ as quoth the 
sages. 


Has Time been born? Will Time 
meet death? 

Or lacks it even life and breath 

To experience happiness, joy or sor- 
row, 

And lay by stores for the coming 
morrow? 

Is Time so purposeless, without a 
quest, i 

That it won’t toil for reward that’s 
best? 

What is Time? There is no mystery: 

For us, of Life, ’tis but the history. 


—A. W. B. 
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The Jew has taught the Arab how to 
live. The Zionist lives for the most part 
in a beautiful house built amidst sanitary 
environments. The Arab lives in little 
one-roomed mud hovels and often the en- 
vironment is filthy. A city like Tel-Aviv 
must seem like a heaven to an Arab. It 
is known as the Miami of Palestine. The 
Zionist is doing social welfare work. as- 
sisted by the people of America. Whilst 
the Hadassah Society is not a Zionist or- 
vanization, it is closely affiliated with it. 
This society has a membership of 70,000 
American women of all creeds, and the 
work they are doing in the establishment 
of hospitals and elinics in Palestine is 
praiseworthy. The Zionist helps to teach 
the Arab in matters of health and sanita- 
tion and in this respect Zionism has done 
a noble work. 

Again Zionists have planted millions of 
trees throughout Palestine. The country 
was denuded of trees. If Zionism should 
fail today, the trees that have been planted 
by Zionists would stand as memorials to 
Zionism for much needed work done. 

Zionism, however, is face to face with 
serious problems, and the future is not any 
too hopeful. The Zionists started in the 
manufacturing business and invested bhe- 
tween five and ten million dollars in in- 
dustries. Their match, silk, and chocolate 
factories have proved an utter failure. 
The only industry that proves a success is 
the brick industry, and the making of bricks 


“will end when the erection of buildings 


cease. Miss Sophie Irene Loeb has written 
a recent book on ‘‘Palestine Awake,’’ in 
which she speaks concerning the industries 
of Zionism in glowing terms, but anyone 
visiting Palestine today knows, after a 
brief investigation, that these industries, 
with the exception of the brick industry, 
have failed utterly. There has been a 
great economic loss in industries, 


The Jew is eager for business. In Pales- 
tine today there are too many Jews for 
the business at hand. A visit to a city like 
Tel-Aviv impresses one that there are more 
business places than business. This like- 
wise is true of professions. In Palestine 
professional men, dentists and physicians, 
are working on the roads crushing stone in 
order to earn a livelihood. 

The Jew, if he wants to exist in Pales- 
tine, must take to farming. Agriculture 
must be the first means of support. The Jew 
used to be a farmer. Saul was the son of 
the old farmer Kish, and David was watch- 
ing the sheep when farmer Jesse, his 
father, sent him to battle with the mighty 
Goliath. Lot was one of the richest farm- 
ers the Jordan valley ever knew. Job, who 
lived in old Uz, was the cattle king of his 
time. We are informed that in our own 
country 100,000 Jews are farmers. Farm- 
ing is nothing new for the Jew. In Pales- 
tine many of the Jews must go to the farm 
or return to the country from whence they 
came. But even on the farm the Jew is 
handicapped due to the competition of the 
Arab who works cheaper, works without 
machinery and who can endure the op- 
pressive heat far better than the immi- 
grant Jew. 

The dream of the Jews to gain a major- 
ity in the population of Palestine is likely 
not to come true. The restricted immigra- 
tion inaugurated by the British govern- 
ment would militate against it. The fact 
that so many Jews are returning also 
lessens the prospects of the Jews gaining 
a majority of the population. In the year 
1925 the number coming and returning was 
about equal. Now three Jews leave Pales- 
tine to every one who enters. The Arab 
population of Palestine during the last 7 
years increased 80,000 whilst the Jewish 
population, including the many immi- 
grants, increased but 53,000. Heretofore 
many of the Arab children died in infancy, 
perhaps 350 to every 1,000 children born. 
With the establishment of baby clinics and 
the promotion of other social welfare work, 
infant mortality will be greatly reduced in 
Palestine and the Arab population will in- 
erease more rapidly. The dream of the 
Jews to gain the majority in the popula- 
tion of Palestine is an idle dream. 

The dream of gaining political power 
of Palestine is likewise an empty dream. 
The British Empire has no such thought at 
present. The Jews accuse the British as 
being unfair. The Balfour Declaration was 
supposed to hold out that promise to the 
Jews. But when the British explained the 
real meaning of the Declaration in 1922, 
the Jews discovered that the British in- 
tend to keep the reign of power for all 
time. This may be a blessing in disguise. 
If Great Britain were to give the govern- 
ment over to the Jews at present, the like- 
lihood is that the King of Arabia and the 
Arabs of Palestine would join their forces 
against the Jews and the Jews would be 
obliged to leave Palestine sooner than the 
Greeks and the Armenians left Turkey a 
few years ago. 

Zionism has been an economic failure. 
The millions of dollars spent on manufac- 
turing plants are mostly lost. Much land 
was bought at inflated prices. Zionists 
would purchase a tract of land at $5,000 
and spend $10,000 additional for improve- 
ments. The revenue obtained from such 
an investment would be far less than the 
interest money on the investment. Much 
money has been spent foolishly when the 
movement was at its height. There is a 
great similarity between Zionism in Pales- 
tine and the late boom in Florida. At the 
present time both booms are upon the 
rocks and much money will be lost until 
conditions find a solid economic basis. 

Zionism, however, was obliged to carry 
a number of financial burdens which should 
be carried by the government. Zionism ap- 
propriated money for sanitation, irrigation 
of swamps, education of children, and the 
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preservation of heaelth, all of which logic- 
ally belonged to the government. Take, 
for instance, the education of children. The 
British government spends about $500,000 
annually on the education of 85 per cent 
of the population, when the Zionist move- 
ment spends an equal amount on the local 
Jewish population of 15 per cent. The 
Zionists desire more rapid progress along 
these lines than the government feels jus- 
tified to make and, in consequence, draw 
on their own funds to make these improve- 
ments. 


Zionists in Palestine have been fed with 
the silver spoon due to the generous con- 
tributions made by Jewish millionaires in 
America and Europe. Zionism as now con- 
stitued will continue to exist so long as 
these millionaires are willing to forward 
their lavish contributions. The moment 
they will discontinue their contributions 
Zionism, operating on the present basis, 
will cease. 


The amount of money forwarded to 


Palestine annually for the past few years 
from all sources was between $4,000,000 
and $5,000,000. Last year there was a de- 
ficit amounting to $750,000. The budget 
for the year 1928 is $7,500,000. The fu- 
ture success of the movement depends very 
largely upon the patience and perseverance 
of the Jew. Is he willing to suffer disap- 
pointment and hardship? The many Jews 
leaving Palestine seems to indicate that 
he is unwilling. 

Mr. W. J. Thischby, the secretary of 
trade and industry, Zion Executive of 
Jerusalem, was interviewed by a group in 
our party. Naturally he would praise the 
Zionist movement. He realizes its dang- 
ers and believes that the immigration of 
the Jews was larger than conditions war- 
ranted. He, however, believes that the 
movement will succeed, but it will be a 
long, long time, and much money will have 
to be lost before the movement will be 
economically sound. He also claims that 
after civilization has advanced sufficiently 
people will move out of the city of Jeru- 


salem and that the city will be kept for 
& museum only. 


A person can not give a final interpre- 
tation to the movement at present. It may 
be that the prophecy of Mr. Thischby will 
be reversed and that such an exclusive city 
as Tel-Aviv may be deserted by the Jews 
and become a memorial to dreams which 
did not come true. Sympathizers with and 
adversaries to the Zionist movement are 
agreed that the movement is facing an 
economie crisis. It may affect the final 
issue and it may not. Rabbi Stephen 8. 
Wise says, ‘‘There has been no collapse in 
Zionist ideals, but a breaking down, both 
partial and temporary, of Zionist machin- 
ery.’’ Personally I find myself in perfect 
accord with the sentiment expressed by 
George Adam Smith some years ago: 
““Palestine, formed as it is and surrounded 
as it is, is emphatically a land of tribes. 
The idea that it can belong to one nation, 
even though it were the Jews, is contrary 
both to nature and the Seripture.’’ 


cA Letter From London 


BY ALBERT DAWSON 


(A Rewarding Interpretation of Men and Events Across the Sea) 


Religion in Britain 


The religious condition of a country is 
always a matter not merely of abstract 
interest, but of practical importance. Most 
thoughful unprejudiced people are con- 
vineed that no community can go for long 
and develop satisfactorily without some 
kind of religion. It is more difficult than 
ordinarily to get accurate knowledge of 
the religious state of England today. On 
the one hand, we are told that the fabric 
of organized Christianity is cracking and 
crumbling, that Church attendance con- 
tinues to decrease (the Secretary of the 
Christian Evidence Society says that 80% 
of the community does not attend any 
place of worship), that growing numbers 
of people doubt or deny the Christian creed 
and even deride the Christian ethic. On 
the other hand, Dr. George Jackson points 
to the world-wide work of the Student 
Christian Movement, the quickened con- 
science of the whole Church concerning 
the scandal of its manifold and age-long 
divisions, and, in particular, the new sense 
of obligation for the world’s unevangelized 
millions revealed in gifts alike of sub- 


stance and of service which, inadequate as 
they may be, are yet on a seale to which 
the whole history of the Church can show 
no parallel. Further, the best-seller of 
the last twelve months is neither a popular 
novel nor a book of adventure, but an 
American Methodist missionary’s simple 
story of things seen and heard in India, 
Stanley Jones’s ‘‘Christ of the Indian 
Road,’’ of which 100,000 copies have been 
sold in Britain alone during little more 
than a year. There are many other evi- 
dences that the interest of the public in 
religious questions is deep and widespread. 
Religion is now such a live subject of dis- 
cussion in the public press that Mr. G. K. 
Chesterton, for instance, says that if he 
were to avoid it in his weekly contribu- 
tion to an illustrated weekly he would be 
the only journalist who was attempting to 
do so. A new popular two-penny weekly, 
‘The Outline,’’ has been started, which 
gives special prominence to religious sub- 
jects and is designed to appeal to the gen- 
eral reader who is interested in the ulti- 
mate questions and keeps an absolutely. 
open mind. A layman writes to the ‘‘Man- 
chester Guardian’’ that a clergyman, who 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


NOTICE 


Dr. J. Campbell White, of New York 
City, General Secretary of the Men’s 
Church League, will address the Men’s So- 
cial Union in Mt. Hermon Church, Phila- 
delphia, 16th and Wingohocking Sts., on 
Tuesday, Jan. 17, at 8 P. M. His topic 
will be ‘‘The Challenge of the Present Re- 
ligious Situation.’’ Dr. White is an in- 
spiring speaker and outstanding religious 
leader, ranking with Dr. John R. Mott and 
Dr. Robert E. Speer. Every man who is a 
member of the Reformed Church is not 
only invited, but also urged to attend this 
meeting. 


Recently the Board of Ministerial Re- 
lief received two annuity bonds, one of 
$200, and the other of $500. 

The four o’clock vesper service at the 
Buffalo Consistory on a recent Sunday 
afternoon was conducted by Rev, John M. 
Peck, pastor, and the choir of St. Paul’s 


Church, Buffalo, N. Y. / 
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complains that a dreadful wave of indiffer- 
ence is passing through the entire country, . 
is confusing religion with the Church. He 
says: ‘‘The decrease in the number of 
Church-goers does not necessarily mean 
that we are losing interest in re- 
ligion; it may simply mean that the Church 
is no longer able to minister adequately to 
our religious needs. The old-fashioned 
Chureh-goer was content with a ready- 
made conception of God and of Christian- 
ity, administered in weekly doses by an 
uninspired and uninspiring professional 
teacher. This type of religion had one 
great advantage: it saved its devotees the 
trouble of thinking for themselves. Nous 
avons changest out cela. The people of to- 
day—especially the young people—are not 
only willing, but anxious to think for them- 
selves. And there are signs that, so far 
from being less religious, they take much 
more serious interest in religion than did 
their fathers and their grandfathers. It is, 
I think, because of this increased interest 
that they are not content with the formal 
religion of the Church.’’ 


(Continued on Page 14) 


Rev. Dr. Charles E. Roth, pastor of St. 
Andrew’s Church, Reading, Pa., on Dee. 20 
addressed the meeting of the Parent- 
Teacher Association, held at Shillington, . 
Pa., on the subject, ‘‘The Responsibility 
of the Parent to the Child.’’ 

Wooster Ave. Church, Akron, O., Rey. 
H. B. Diefenbach, pastor, held a morning 
praise service at 7 A. M. on Christmas Day, 
the S. S. program at 9 A. M., and in the 
evening at 7.30, the choir sang the beauti- 
ful cantata entitled, ‘‘The Coming of the 
King,’’ by Dudley Buck. 

Frederick Rupp, the pastor’s 12-year-old 
son, at Lewisburg, Pa., in a recent canvass: 
made by himself, secured 17 subscriptions 
for the ‘‘Messenger’’ on the 5 cents a — 


week basis, payable on delivery each week 


and one yearly subscription, thereby | nm 


creasing the list for St. John’s cong 
tion by 90%. 


In St. Andrew’s Church, Phila., Pa., Re 
Albert G. Peters, pastor, a white 
Christmas service was held on SF 
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‘was 2,412. 
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MAY THE NEW YEAR 
COME TO 
ALL THE READERS 
OF 
THE ‘ MESSENGER,” 
RICH IN CHOICEST 
BLESSINGS! 
MAY FAITH AND 
HOPE 
AND LOVE ABOUND! 
MAY LOYAL SERVICE 
CROWN THE YEAR 
1928 
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evening, Dee. 25, and a Christmas enter- 
tainment on Tuesday evening, Dec. 27. The 
white gifts of substance amounted to 
$116.45. The pastor and caretaker were 
presented with gifts of money. 

Felicitations to Rev. and Mrs. Victor 
Steinberg, of Marietta, Pa., on the arrival 
Dec. 29 of William Andrew Steinberg, in 
Laneaster Hospital. 

The ‘‘Messenger’’ deeply regrets to an- 
nounce the death of another good friend, 
the Rev. Thomas K. Cromer. Fuller ac- 
count later. 

The Young People’s Society of the 
United Church, Baltimore, Md., Rev. Mel- 
ville Hugh Way, pastor, held a Watch 
Party on Dee. 31st, from 9to 12 P.M. A 
song and prayer service ushered in the 
New Year. The W. M. 8. will hold their 
meeting on Jan. 16, and the meeting of 
the Men’s League will be held on Jan. 23. 

Christmas was fittingly observed in 
Bethany Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev, H. 
I. Crow, pastor. The first service was 
rendered by the Primary Department on 
Christmas Eve. This consisted of recita- 
tions, pageants and pantomime. The chil- 
dren did their parts exceptionally well. 

The pupils of the Junior Dept., 3 girls 
and 7 boys, were promoted to the Inter- 
mediate Dept. of St. John’s 8S. S., Red 
Lion, Pa., Dr. H. H. Long, pastor, on Dee. 
18. Mrs. H. H. Long is Superintendent of 
the Primary Department., and Miss Mabel 
M. Minnich instructor of the Junior Dept. 

The Community Chureh, of Fayette, N. 
Y., Rev. H. S. Nicholson, pastor, which 
was organized on Sept. 19, with 48 mem- 
bers, now has 135 members on its roll. The 
Church, with a Board of Directors, which 
is deeply interested in the spiritual welfare 
of the community, is doing very effective 
work. 

The total offerings for orphans received 
at the Christmas celebrations in St. Mark’s 
Church, Reading, Pa., Rev. Gustav R. 
Poetter, pastor, amounted to $418.30. The 
attendance at Church and S. S. services 
A Christmas dawn service was 
held and in the evening the S. S. held its 
entertainment. 

The Church and S. S. of St. Peter’s 
Church, Zelienople, Pa., Rev. Dr. J. H. 
String, pastor, united in an impressive 
Christmas service on Dec. 25, 10.00 A. M., 
based on Tennyson’s ‘‘Ring in the Christ 
That Is to Be.’’?’ A Christmas pageant, 
‘‘The Light of Men,’’ was given under 
the auspices of the Girls’ Guild at 7.30 P. 
M. The annual congregational meeting 
was held Jan. 1. 

First Church, High Point, N. C., Rev. 
Milton Whitener, pastor, held the Christ- 
mas program of the Primary and Junior 
Departments on Dec. 23, On Christmas 


-morning the pastor preached the sermon 


and at the evening hour the Intermediate 
Department gave a pageant entitled ‘‘The 
Vision Eternal,’’ to a crowded house. 

Calvary Church, Reading, Pa., Rev. 
Frederick K. Stamm, pastor, held a Christ- 
mas Day dawn service, having a program 
of many of the old carols, and a solo by 
Miss Ruth Pflum. In the evening at 7 P. 
M., a Christmas pageant, ‘‘The Pageant 
of Joy,’’ was given in the Chapel. Holy 
Communion will be observed Jan. 8. The 
annual congregational meeting and supper 
will be held Wednesday evening, Jan. 11, 
at 6.30 P. M. 


Christmas in St. Paul’s Church, Buffalo, 
N. Y., Rey. John M. Peck, pastor, was in- 
deed a joyous occasion. The pastor pre- 
pared a special order of worship for the 
carol dawn service at 7.30 A. M. ‘‘The 
Way,’’ a pageant of peace, was excellently 
rendered by 40 young people and the choir, 
under the direction of J. B. Tyler, the 8. 
S. Supt., on Christmas evening at 7.30 
o’elock. The children’s program and party 
was held Saturday afternoon, Dec. 17. 


St. John’s Church, Williamsport, Pa., 
Rey. William C, Rittenhouse, pastor, held 
its regular children’s Christmas party on 
Dee. 24, and the midnight Christmas praise 
service on Christmas Eve, from 11 to 12 
o’clock. On Christmas night a fine can- 
tata was rended by the senior choir and 
orchestra, under the direction of Mr. Will- 
iam Blitz, The winter Communion will be 
held on Jan. 8, the preparatory service on 
Friday evening preceding. 

A Christmas pageant, ‘‘Why the Chimes 
Rang,’’ was presented by the choir of 
Trinity Church, Canton, O., Rev. Dr. Henry 
Nevin Kerst, pastor, on Dec. 25, at 7.30 
P. M. The special offering for the Orphan 
Homes of the Church. Trinity Church had 
the pleasure of hearing Mr. Dan Gridley, 
famous Pacific Coast tenor, at the morn- 
ing service on New Year’s Day. The Hon. 
John McSweeney, of Wooster, Congress- 
man of the 16th District of Ohio, was the 
speaker in the evening of Jan. 1, the oc- 
casion being the 9th anniversary of the 
Men’s Brotherhood Bible Class. 


Rev. Joseph H. Stein reports good prog- 
ress in First Church, Toledo, O. The pas- 
tor sent out an effective Christmas letter, 
and is much pleased with the responses of 
the people to his efforts. It was gratify- 
ing that the congregation exceeded the 
quota of $250 on Home Mission Day, and 
gave generously at the Christmas season. 
A Children’s Party was held Dec. 24, the 
festival service, ‘‘The Shepherd Lad’s 
Gift,’’ was given Dec. 18, and the congre- 
gational service was on Christmas morning. 
The offerings were for Ft. Wayne Or- 
phans’ Home and the Home for the Aged. 


The 1928 calendar of Trinity Church, 
Mountville, Pa., Rev. J. William Zehring, 
pastor, announces Communion for Jan. 8, 
at 10.30; Foreign Mission service on Feb. 
12; Lenten season service every Thursday 
night at 7.30; services every night during 
Holy Week; preparatory service on Good 
Friday, April 6; Communion on Easter, 
April 8, at 10.30 A. M.; Children’s Day on 
June 10; Communion on July 8; Harvest 
Home, Sept. 9; Communion Oct. 7; Rally 
Day, Oct. 14; Home Mission Day, Nov. 11; 
Christmas services at 6 A. M. and 6 P. M. 


The first Rally of the Northeast Ohio 
Classis young people was held Dec. 28, 29, 
in Grace Chureh, Akron, O., Rev. Orris W. 
Haulman, pastor. Opening with a fellow- 
ship banquet on Dec. 28, the evening was 
given over to fellowship with an address 
by Rev. H. A. Klahr, Executive Secretary 
of the Ohio State C. E. Society. On Dee. 
29 the speakers on the conference program 
included Dr. Casselman, Rev. Mr. Klahr 
and Rev. J. E. Youngen. Dr. Casselman 
delivered the closing inspirational address 
in the evening. 


An early dawn service was held in St. 
John’s Church, Reading, Pa., Rev. Dr. 
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Thomas H. Leinbach, pastor, on Christmas 


Day. An excellent program of music was 
rendered. In the evening, at 7 o’clock, the 
main department of the S. S. rendered its 
festival service, ‘‘King of the Christmas- 
tide.’’ An offering of $100 was given to 
the Bethany Orphans’ Home. On New 
Year’s Eve, beginning at 10.30 o’clock, a 
Watch Night service was held. A special 
program of music was given. New Year’s 
Day worship was held at 10.45 A. M. In 
the evening the choir rendered a cantata, 
“‘The Greatest Gift,’’ by H. W. Petrie. 

St. Luke’s, North Wales, Pa., Rev. J. M. 
Herzog, pastor, started Xmas Day with an 
early dawn service at 630 A. M. The 
decorations were beautiful, the music of a 
high standard, and the offering at this 
service for congregational purposes was 
$1,065.50. In the evening at 7.30 the Sun- 
day School held their annual Xmas service 
with an unusually good program. The 
offering, $50.51, was given to the orphans. 
Both services were very well attended and 
the pastor was remembered with a purse 
of $65, 

The Christmas services of the Federated 
Reformed and Presbyterian Church, of Me- 
Connellsburg, Pa., Rev. William J. Lowe, 
pastor, were especially gratifying this 
year. The union dawn service of praise 
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was held in the Reformed Church; the 
morning worship in the Presbyterian 
Church and the annual Christmas service 
in the Reformed Church, when the 8. 8. 
presented an exceptionally fine pageant to 
the large audience which filled the Church 
and part of the Sunday School room. The 
very liberal offerings were for the Hoff- 
man Orphanage. 

Starting on Jan. 1 and continuing until 
Jan. 13, Union Services are being held in 
the Churches of Fredericksburg, Pa. Dur- 
ing the first week the five local preachers 
are the speakers, Revs. P. S. Pease, C. M. 
Rissinger, J. H. Diehl, R. G. Ulrich and J. 
H. Bicksler. At the evangelistic services 
of the second week the following will be 
the speakers: Revs. H. G. Light, Cleona, 
Pa.; J. C. Pease, Mechanicsburg, Pa.; D. 
D. Brendle, Jonestown, Pa.; A. G. Biely, 
Lebanon, Pa.; Will F. Bare, Lebanon, Pa., 
and O. Reber, of Fredericksburg, Pa. Ser- 
vices during the week start at 7.30 P. M. 
and on Sunday evening at 7.00 P. M. 

An exceptionally beautiful and impres- 
sive White Gift service was held in Christ 
Church, Baltimore, Md., Dr. J. L. Barn- 
hart, pastor, the Sunday evening before 
Christmas. An inspiring early morning 
Christmas service was held. The Church 
was beautifully decorated. The Sunday 
School entertainment, which included in 
its program the telling of a Christmas 
story by Miss Elizabeth C. Keiffer, was 
much enjoyed. The offerings for the or- 
phans were generous. The Chancel Guild 
gave Christmas baskets to the shut-ins of 
the congregation. The pastor and wife 
were kindly remembered in a substantial 
way. 

Zion Church, Baltimore, observed Christ- 
mas with two special Church services and 
with a Sunday School pageant entitled 
‘(Dreams of Christmas.’’ Both the main 
auditorium and the Sunday School rooms 
were profusely decorated with cedar trees, 
evergreens, burning candles and paintings. 
All of the programs were very impressive 
and provided a real feast for the large 
crowds that attended. The generous offer- 
ings were for the local building fund and 
for Hoffman Orphanage. 
A. Grether, and his family received highly 
valuable gifts from members of the con- 
gregation and from the Ladies’ Guild. 

Christmas in St. John’s 8. 8. and Church, 
St. John’s, Pa., Rev. T. C. Hesson, pastor, 
was a joyous occasion. The S. 8. held ex- 
ercises on Christmas Eve under the direc- 
tion of Mrs. T. C. Hesson, Mr. Donald Wat- 
son and Miss Iola Benninger. The decora- 
tions, in charge of Mr. Righter Woodring, 
were very beautiful. The offering was sent 
to the orphans. The Men’s Bible Class pre- 
sented the minister with a silver private 
Communion service and the Aid gave Mrs. 
Hesson a quilt. A candle light service was 
held Sunday night, Jan. 1. The Baptismal 
Font, in memory of Mrs. Arlene Cook, will 
probably be unveiled on Jan. 8, when a 
number of children will be baptized. 

One of the finest aged ministers in 
Pennsylvania writes to the Board of Min- 
isterial Relief and says that he served in the 
active ministry of our Church for over 54 
years. In his first charge of 14 years he 
received $700 salary a year, and in his 
second charge of 40 years he received $800 
salary for 30 years and $1,000 salary a 
year for the remaining 10 years. Because 
of his small salary he was not able to save 
anything for old age, except a little home, 
which he says he must mortgage if he lives 
much longer. For the above reasons the 
Board of Ministerial Relief helps this min- 
ister and the other veteran ministers of our 
Church. 


A choir of 38 voices under the direction 
of Mrs. A. R. Keim, organist and chorister, 
rendered the sacred cantata, ‘‘The Story 
of Christmas’’ (Matthews), in Zion’s 
Church, Ashland, Pa., Dr. I. M. Schaeffer, 
pastor. An unusually large audience at- 


The pastor, Rev. | 


tended this dawn service on Christmas. 
The Sunday School rendered a splendid 
Christmas program at the evening service. 
The program committee was highly com- 
mended for the creditable manner in which 
the children took their parts. A capacity 
audience was present. The combined 
offering of the congregation and the School 
for Bethany Orphans’ Home amounted to 
$549.95, the best ever. 

Christmas was fittingly celebrated in 
Pleasantville Church, Hureka, Pa., Rev. 
Elmer E. Leiphart, pastor, on Christmas 
Day. In the morning the Church School 
and congregation rendered a White Gift 
service. The platform was simply, yet 
beautifully decorated in white, with a 
manger and cross in the background. In 
the evening the young people presented the 
pageant, ‘‘The Child of Prophecy.’’ Fifty- 
six characters, in appropriate costume, 
took part in presenting the scenes sur- 
rounding the Nativity. The cash offering 
for Bethany Orphans’ Home was $120, and 
numerous other gifts were given for the 
Bethany orphans. 

The Yuletide season was fittingly ob- 
served and enjoyed in First Church, 
Royersford, Pa., Rev. A. O. Bartholomew, 
pastor. The main school rendered the ser- 
vice, ‘‘Thy Light Is Come,’’ on Christmas 
Eve. The Primary Department rendered 
their program on Christmas Day, the usual 
gifts were given to the children. The 
Christmas offerings were sent to Bethany 
Orphans’ Home. As a fitting close at the 
Vesper service the choir sang the famous 
cantata, ‘‘Chimes of the Holy Night,’’ by 
Holton. This was doubtless the finest 
musical service First Church enjoyed for 
many a season. The choir is under the 
direction of Prof. Paul Unger and Mrs. 
Trina Moser, who is organist. The pastor 
and family were kindly remembered dur- 
ing this happy season. 

In an interesting letter received by the 
Circulation Manager of the ‘‘Messenger’’ 
from his cousin, Mrs. Emma (Schwartz) 
Barnes, of Baltimore, Md., she says: ‘‘The 
‘Messenger’ has been coming to our home, 
or rather, to father’s home, since the very 
first edition. I remember Rey. Dr. Schneck 
visiting our home. Particularly of a story 
he told us, of a wonderful organ recital he 
heard when abroad. I was only a child, 
but you know how things like that often 
impress a child, and are remembered all 
through life.’’ Mrs. Barnes’ girlhood was 
near Littlestown, Pa., where she still re- 
tains her Church membership in the Re- 
deemer’s Reformed Church. 


Rev. Perry L. Smith, pastor of the 
Conyngham Charge, Pa., told his people in 
‘“‘The Ten Minute Call’’ that since the 
parsonage has been improved it can hardly 
be recognized as the same place. Because 
of the ‘‘gratis’’ work by many men of the 
congregation the work was done at a cost 
of $353.63. Electricity, a new heating 
plant, new floor, and a repainted interior, 
have made a new Church of the Rock Glen 
Church. Trinity Church, at Mt. Grove, was 
also repainted, repapered and recarpeted 
during the summer. Christ Church, also 
with many new features and improve- 
ments, was, unfortunately, burned to the 
ground on Dee. 15. 


In Freemansburg, Pa., Rev. 8. L. Mess- 
inger, D. D.,. pastor, the S. S. Christmas 
festival was held in Trinity Church on the 
evening of Dec. 18. The School rendered 
very excellently the pagent, ‘‘The Hope of 
the World.’’? There were 520 persons in 
attendance and the offering was for Beth- 
any Orphans’ Home. In recognition of able 
and faithful service, Supt. Lester L. Henn 
was made the recipient of a _ well-filled 
purse, and Miss Mildred Irene Mitman, the 
pianist, was also remembered with a gift 
of money. Preparatory services were held 
on Christmas Day, when 3 new members 
were received by letter from Grace Church, 
Allentown. With kindest words by Elder 
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Jacoby the pastor was presented with a 
gift of $45. The winter Communion was 
held Jan. 1. 

In Woodstock, Va., Rev. Robert Lee 
Bair, pastor, the usual order of services 
for Christmas was observed. Harbaugh’s 
early morning service was given at 6 A. M. 
Members of the Young People’s Society 
went through the town singing Christmas 
carols for the aged and sick. At 7.30 P. 
M. the Sunday School rendered its Xmas 
program using the service, ‘‘Thy Light Is 
Come.’’ Decorations were beautiful. At- 
tendance large. Offering likewise. Gifts 
were given the scholars, teachers, superin- 
tendent of the Sunday School. The con- 
gregation gave the pastor a gift of money. 
At the annual Thank-Offering service of 
the W. M. 8. a few weeks ago we were 
privileged to have with us Rey. J. Rauch 
Stein, D. D., of Philadelphia, who made a 
splendid address. 


The service at 6 A. M. was very impres- 
sive. The Christmas lessons and the good 
old Christmas hymns still grip the wor- 
shippers, as evidenced in the interest and 
presence of so many from year to year at 
these early services. Sunday School at 
9.15 A. M. and the regular worship at 10.30 
brought out good audiences. The special 
service entitled, ‘‘Thy Light is Come,’’ 
was rendered by the main School at 7.30 
P. M. The special music at all the ser- 
vices was much appreciated. The offering 
for Bethany Orphans’ Home was $286.70. 
This was $43 larger than any previous 
offering for the Home. Thirty-eight re- 
ceived diplomas or seals for perfect attend- 
ance at Sunday School during the year. 
The annual congregational meeting was 
held on New Year’s evening. 


Memorial, Toledo, O., Rey. Perry H. 
Baumann, pastor: The Every Member 
Canvass has been completed and 45 mem- 
bers raised their pledges for a total in- 
crease of about $700. No definite amount 
was set as an average for members to aim 
at. However, the average for the whole 
congregation is over 35 cents per member 
per week. Mrs. O. M. Pioch, wife of the 
former pastor, spent the month preceding 
the canvass in Toledo visiting among the 
members of the congregation. Plans for 
the Christmas services, including Com- 
munion services in both languages, a 
Christmas cantata and the Chureh School 
program were completed and carried out in 
detail. Christmas literature lithographed 
in four colors was mailed to members and 
interested friends in the community. 


The Christmas Day service was held at 
6 A. M. in First Church, York, Pa., Rev. 
Dr. Samuel H. Stein, pastor. An organ pre- 
lude by the organist and choir leader, Miss 
Eleanor C. Kerchner, and a selection by 
the brass quartet, which included Messrs. 
Maurice F. Brodbeck, Harry S. Fries, 
Charles Fickes, Theodore C. Kraft, pre- 
ceded the order of service, which included 
the Christmas message given by the pastor 
and selections by the double quartet, con- 
sisting of Mrs. Warren L. Sieker, Mrs. 
Ralph F. Fisher, Mrs. T. Edwin Myers, 
Miss Helen M. Ness, Mr. Paul Messerly, 
Mr. John H. Heberly, Mr. V. Chester Smith 
and Mr. William J. Fisher. The chime-* 
master, Mr. Edwin Kerchner, assisted with 
the music program. 


The program for 1928 of the Ministers’ 
Association of Lancaster City and County 
announces the following subjects of 
papers to be read by the members at the 
meetings which are held on the first Mon- 
day of each month at 2 P. M. in the study 
of First Church, Lancaster, Pa.: ‘‘ What 
Makes Law and Liberty,’’ Rev. H. D. 


Leader; ‘‘The Purpose of the Lenten Pro- 
gram,’’ Rey. Dr. W. Stuart Cramer; ‘‘The 


Problem of Church Finance,’’ Rev. C. G 
Bachman; ‘‘The Realignment of 
Classes of the East,’’ Rev. J. O. H. M 
‘¢Equal Rights for Women in the Church,’’ 
Rev. G. A. Whitmore; ‘‘The Place of the 
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Sermon in the Church Service,’’ Rev. H. J. 
Hillegass; ‘‘The Influence of Oriental 
Christianity on the Occident,’’ Rey. Dr. T. 
A. Alspach; ‘‘The Ideal Chureh Equip- 
ment,’’? Rev. C: D. Spotts; ‘‘Catechetical 
Instruction,’’ Rev. B. F. Meyer; ‘‘ Wor- 
ship,’’ Rev. D. G. Glass. 

Christmas was a glorious occasion for 
the 4 congregations of the Shrewsbury 
Charge, Rey. C. M. Mitzell, minister. Can- 
tatas were rendered in Bethlehem Church, 
Stiltz, on Sunday evening, Dec. 25th, and 
St. Paul’s Church, Shrewsbury, Monday 
evening, Dec. 26th. There were large con- 
gregations present on Dec. 25th for the 
regular services. Substantial purses were 
presented the minister and family by the 
congregations of St. John’s, Sadler, and St. 
St. Paul’s, Shrewsbury. Many beautiful 
and useful gifts were presented by mem- 
bers over the entire charge. ‘The Week 
of Prayer was observed in St. Paul’s 
Church, Shrewsbury, beginning on Jan. Ist. 
Holy Communion will be observed in all 
4 congregations during the month of Jan- 
uary. Several new subscribers to the 
‘“Messenger’’ were reported. Three mar- 
riage ceremonies were performed by the 
pastor within an hour on Christmas Eve. 


The annual Thank-Offering service was 
held Dee. 4 in First Church, Greensboro, 
N. C., Rev. H. A. Fesperman, pastor, at 
which time ‘‘The Pill Box’’ was rendered 
as the play; the amount of the offering 
was $150. On Dec. 18, a cantata, ‘‘The 
Adoration,’’ was given before a large audi- 
ence by the choir, under the direction of 
Miss Katherine Hutton. Mrs, H. Fauleoner 
presided at the organ. The Christmas pro- 
gram of the S. 8S. was rendered Thursday 
night, Dec. 22; an offering was received 
for the Nazareth Home. The Fesperman 
Bible Class recently engaged in a friendly 
attendance contest with the Bible Class of 
Christ Church, Hagerstown, Md., continu- 
ing over 9 Sundays. The Greensboro class 
won by a margin of 173 points. The 
Greensboro congregation is looking for- 
ward to the celebration of the 25th anni- 
versary of the organization of the congre- 
gation on March 4. Dr. Charles E. Schaef- 
fer will preach the morning sermon at that 
time. This occasion will also mark the 
seventh anniversary of the present pas- 
torate. 


Rey. J. G. Kersehner writes that: ‘‘there 
is always plenty of work even in a rural 
congregation,’’ and that the fall and early 
winter have been no exception for the peo- 
ple of the ‘‘Upper Hill’’ Church of the St. 
Vincent Charge, Pa. The Mite Society 
held its annual supper, serving almost 500 
people. On Nov. 30 a Coin Social was held 
by the same society, which recently im- 
proved the parsonage by placing glass pan- 
els in the large double front door. Two 
active members, Mrs. Nathan Bertolet, al- 
most 83 years of age, and Mr. David Ty- 
son, who have been missed on account of 
illness, are recovering. The Emergency 
Society renovated the bulletin board of the 
Church. The adult division of the 8. S. 
rendered a pageant under the direction of 
Carrie M. Kerschner on Dec. 18; the music 
was in charge of Mr. and Mrs. Grant 
Rapp. The Primary and Beginners’ De- 
partments had their program on Christmas 
morning, when the choir rendered special 
music. A generous offering was received 
for the Bethany Orphans’ Home. 


In the Greencastle, Pa., Charge, Rev. G. 
E. Plott, minister, the Christmas season 
has been appropriately observed. On 
Christmas Day at 10 A. M., the choir of 
Grace Church rendered the cantata, ‘‘Out 
of the East,’’ in a most effective manner. 
At 7 P. M. the Sunday School gave a pag- 
eant service, ‘‘In the Highest.’’? Especi- 
ally deserving of mention was the manner 
in which the children rendered their parts. 
The offering was for the Hoffman Orphan- 
age. The attendance at both services was 
very large. On Monday evening Trinity 


S. 8S. rendered the pageant, ‘‘Joy to the 
World,’’ in the presence of a large and ap- 
preciative audience. A brief and much 
appreciated address was given by Rey. 
John A. Koons, of Maiden, N. C., a son of 
Trinity Church. The offering here was also 
for the orphans. The Holy Communion 
was observed at Grace Church on New 
Year’s morning and will be held at Trinity 
on Jan. 8. Grace Church feels keenly the 
departure recently of two of her older 
members, Mr. Seott Walters and Mrs. 
Agnes Henniberger, mother of Miss Ruth 
Henniberger, missionary nurse to China. 


In Plymouth, Pa., First Church, Rey. A. 
M. Schaffner, pastor, Christmas was a busy 
day. A wonderful Christmas tree and a 
beautifully decorated Church gave a 
hearty greeting to the Christmas audiences. 
Starting with a service at 6.30 A. M., 
joined by the Christian Endeavor Societies 
of this district, an inspiring service was 
held. Rev. G. Glynn Williams, of the 
Welsh Congregational Church, brought the 
Christmas message. Later in the forenoon 
we had the Church School and preaching 
service. In the evening we had a service 
principally of Christmas hymns and an- 
thems. On Monday evening the Sunday 
School Christmas service. The Church was 
filled to capacity. The young folks gave 
a splendid account of themselves. They 
had their recitations well prepared, while 
the singing was of a high order. A gift 
was given to every member of the school. 
The congregation presented to the pastor 
and his wife, each a batch of crisp $2 bills. 
The offering for the Bethany Orphans’ 
Home was $30—the largest ever given. 
Some time ago a barrel of canned fruit 
was also sent to the Orphans’ Home. The 
service was in charge of Foster K. Shell- 
hauer, superintendent. Charles E. Wolfe 
was the distributor-in-chief of the gifts. 


Salem Church, Harrisburg, Pa., Rev. Dr. 
Ellis N. Kremer, pastor held an early 
morning service at 6 A. M., and a service 
at 10.30 on Christmas Day. Salem Chureh 
had the pleasure of having Dr. Theodore 
F. Herman as preacher on Dee. 11, at both 
morning and evening services. On Dee. 17, 
the Beginners’ and Primary Departments 
gave a Christmas party to the pupils; the 
gifts were sent to the hospital. Salem 
‘Bulletin’? says: ‘‘We wish every non- 
subseriber could read the Christmas num- 
ber of the ‘Messenger.’ The beautiful 
poems, the bright and uplifting articles on 
the Christmas theme, a number of them by 
our younger ministers and members, give 
one a feeling of thankful pride. For $2.50 
you can have a weekly visit of a strong, 
inspiring and informing friend, interested 
in the things dearest to us, and intelligent- 
ly setting forth their claims. Our chair- 
man of committee to increase our subserip- 
tion list has been one of the busiest of men 
during the holiday season. There is no 
near limit to the time for subscriptions, 
but we trust a number of our members will 
notify Josiah H. Hillegas that they desire 
to take the paper.’’ 


Grace Church, Allentown, Pa., Rev. 
Ralph 8. Weiler, pastor, took a forward 
step on Nov. 27th, when at a special con- 
gregational meeting, they voted to make 
many needed improvements to the Church 
property. A contract has been placed to 
install a $9,000 Tellers Kent organ by 
May 15th. The report to the congregation 
carried recommendations that the entire 
interior of the Church be re-decorated, all 
woodwork to be refinished, the entire 
Chureh rewired and new lighting fixtures 
be purchased, the organ console to be 
placed outside of the chancel rail, choir 
stalls be pleced on both sides of the chan- 
cel, a new leeturn and chancel rail be pur- 
chased, new floor coverings be placed in 
chancel, aisles and rear of the Church, im- 
provements made to the kitchen and the 
exterior of the Church painted. It was 
also recommended that a removable parti- 
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tion be placed in the large room of the 
basement, making room for an extra de- 
partment. It was decided to make some 
improvements at the parsonage which will 
add greatly to the comfort of the pastor 
and his family. The congregation unani- 
mously authorized the consistory to spend 
approximately $16,000 to make these need- 
ed improvements. 
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On Christmas Eve before a very large 
crowd, the Beginners’ and Primary De- 
partments held their Christmas ma in 
First Chureh, East Mauch Chunk, , Rev. 
Dek: Singley, pastor. The eee each 
had a few words to say about Santa Claus. 
They also sang a song. The Primary De- 
partment presented a cantata, ‘‘A Joke 
on Santa Claus.’’ This cantata was super- 


vised by Mrs. Howard Ringer and Mrs. 
William Rhodes. Homer Shiffert was 
Santa Claus. On Sunday evening an 


equally large crowd assembled to hear the 
main department of the Sunday School 
present ‘‘The True Christmas,’’ in cantata 
form. This cantata was supervised by 
Rey. Mr. Singley and E. E. Rinker. It was 
centered around a fireplace scene, of which 
Anna Bechtel was the mother. The offer- 
ings at the two services was for the bene- 
fit of Bethany Orphans’ Home and 
amounted to slightly over $100. On Satur- 
day evening, December 31, the Fellowship 
Club entertained the congregation and 
children to a New Year’s Eve entertain- 
ment. A program of a varied nature had 
been arranged for this occasion. 


The Missionary Society of St. John’s 
Church, Lewisburg, Pa., Rev. H. H. Rupp, 
pastor, gave a delightful play on Dee. 10, 
entitled, ‘‘The Strike of the Ladies’ Aid.’’ 
So well was it received that on request it 
was repeated the following week. A 
young people’s service was held in Octo- 
ber, at which addresses were made by 
Prof. Gold, the superintendent of the Sun- 
day School, and the pastor. During the 
Kvangelistic Campaign in the Classis mes- 
sages were brought to this congregation 
by Dr. Zartman and Revs. W. E. Reifsny- 
der, Wm. S. Gerhard and HE. G. Kline. The 
pastor preached fifteen times in other 
Churches of the Classis during the cam- 
paign. The Men’s Association held a spe- 
cial meeting in December, when the chief 
entertainment was a performance in magic 
by a student of Bucknell. The Sunday 
School Christmas service was held on the 
evening of Christmas Day, and was the 
usual delightful event. Offerings for Beth- 
any were ple an cash and a large box of 
‘(white gifts.’? The offerings for State 
College on fiome Mission Day was $78. 
The Council of Religion, of which Rev. H. 
H. Rupp is President, will conduct a school 
for Leadership Training the week of Jan. 
9-14. The school will be held in the Re- 
formed Church, the pastor being the regis- 
trar. The teachers will be Dr. Chas. Peters, 
of our Board, and Dr. Seldon L. Roberts, 
of the Baptist Board. The above are a 
few of the activities of the pastor and 
people of St. John’s, Lewisburg, Pa., in 
recent weeks, 


The celebration of Christmas began at 
St. Mark’s Church, Reading, Pa., Rev. Gus- 
tav R. Poetter, pastor, Dec. 18, when the 


Sunday School observed a White Gifts to, 


the King service that eclipsed all former 
ones, with an attendance of 854, with 
white gifts for others that required more 
space than the large platform could pro- 
vide, and with a real Christmas spirit that 
made it all so memorable. The pastor was 
remembered in gold notes by his loyal 
Bible class of adults. The Intermediate 
and Senior Christian Endeavor Societies, 
next, on Sunday night, Dec. 18, had a very 
impressive. Christmas celebration, under 
the direction of Miss Kathryn Helwig, in 
which the Intermediates took the principal 
parts. The Senior Society, as usual, pre- 
sented a gift to their pastor, Elbert Hub- 
bard’s Serap Book, Miss Naney Wanner 
as spokesman. The third celebration of 
the Babe of Bethlehem’s birth was on 
Christmas at 6 A. M., when 957 devout 
worshippers were present. Estelle K. 
Krick, organist and musical directress, led 
the musical program, the principal feature, 
assisted by 45 members of the choir and an 
orchestra of 15 men. The decorations were 
beautiful, with profuse electric lights, 
making a deep impression on the worship- 


“present 551. 


pers. A splendid breakfast was served in 
the basement to the choir and orchestra 
at which Estelle K. Krick received as a 
gift an electric coffee urn from the choir. 
The fourth celebration of Christmas, by 
the smaller children of the Sunday School, 
on Sunday night, December 25, was ex- 
ceptionally fine and appealing. There were 
J. H. M. Boyer was in 
charge. The total offerings for the or- 
phans is $418.30, and the total attendance 
was 2,412. 


Central Church, Dayton, O., Rev. Walter 
W. Rowe, pastor. The Christmas season 
was observed by the 8. 8S. and congregation 
in keeping with the occasion. On the even- 
ing of Dec, 21, a Christmas party was held 
by the Young People’s Department, and 
on the evening of Dec. 23 a candle light 
service was held by the Beginners, Pri- 
mary and Junior-Intermediate Depart- 
ments. Both of these occasions proved to 
be very interesting and a large number 
present. Carol singing was observed by 
the Christian Endeavor Society on Christ- 
mas evening; 14 homes were visited and 
Christmas boxes presented, after which the 
young people assembled at the parsonage 
and ushered in the Christmas morn by 
singing ‘‘Holy Night.’? The regular pro- 
gram was carried out in the Church on 
Christmas Day. Special music by the 
choir, subject of sermon by the pastor, 
“*The Universal Christ.’’ In the evening, 
the choir rendered the cantata, ‘‘ Bethle- 
hem,’’ by Maunder. Both of these ser- 
vices were well attended. On Christmas 
morning 6 members were received into the 
fellowship of the Church, 4 by letter and 
2 by confirmation. Others are to be re- 
ceived Jan. 8. Open house to the members 
and friends of the congregation was held 
by the pastor and family on Jan. 2 at the 
parsonage. The basement of the parish 
house is being beautifully fitted up for so- 
cial purposes and also for the meeting of 
the Boy Scout Troop to be organized. One 
of our members is paying for this work, 
which is greatly appreciated. The response 
to the financial program of the congrega- 
tion has been exceedingly fine. Apportion- 
ments are over half paid. The Bulletin 
of Dee. 25 printed the calendar from Janu- 
ary to Easter. During the Wednesday 
evenings of Lent the pastor will base his 
meditations on the Lenten Psalms. 

Harrisonburg, Va., St. Stephen’s congre- 
gation, the Rev. J. Silor Garrison, pastor, 
has been manifesting unusual energy in its 
activities and liberality in its offerings. 
Home Mission Day brought in an offering 
of $110 for St. Paul’s, Roanoke, and the 
‘‘thank-offering’’ was more than $90. The 
congregation looks forward hopefully to a 
handsome new Church in the near future. 
On December 23rd, the school rendered the 
pageant, ‘‘David’s Son and David’s 
Lord.’’ Immediately following the brief 
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address to the children, Mr. Fred Switzer 
came forward to present to the pastor and 
his’ family the gift of the congregation. 
“‘Mr. Garrison,’’ said Mr. Switzer, ‘‘to- 
night we are assembled here to celebrate 
our annual Christmas service. This service 
celebrates the birth of Christ. However, 
it has long been the custom of individuals 
at this particular season to remember their 
loved ones. I believe this makes the 23rd 
year of your pastorate at St. Stephen’s. 
It has no doubt been a long and rugged 
road. But experience has taught us that 
he who works diligently and with an un- 
dying faith will win out in the end. You 
have worked hard for our Church, and now 
we can see in the near future the realiza- 
tion of the dream of every member of this 
congregation—our new Church building. It 
is with pleasure that members of the con- 
gregation congratulate you, and our mem- 
bers and your friends want to present you 
with a token of their love and esteem. 
After this service, if you will take this 
key, you will find it fits the lock of a new 
Pontiae coach, which is waiting for you 
outside.’? In a few fitting remarks the 
pastor expressed to the congregation and 
his many friends his sincere appreciation 
for this splendid token of their admiration 
and affection. The ‘‘Messenger’’ joins 
in felicitations to this good friend and 
faithful minister, who is undoubtedly, as 
the local paper says, ‘‘one of Harrison- 
burg’s most beloved men.’’ : 


A LETTER FROM LONDON 
(Continued from Page 10) 
Should Churches Advertise 


To Americans this question, discussed at 
the recent Advertising Exhibition and 
Convention at Olympia, London, may seem — 
to be out of date. The ‘‘Guardian’’ 
(Church of England weekly) remarks: 
‘‘The practice of ‘boosting’ religious or- 
ganizations, carried to a high pitch in cer- 
tain quarters of the United States, is one 
from which the English soul instinctively 
shrinks.’’ The subject was introduced at 
the Church Advertising session at Olympia 
by the Rev. Benjamin Gregory, Editor ot 
the ‘‘Methodist Times.’’? He contended — 
that every Church ought to have its pub- 
licity department in the hands of an ex- 
pert. ‘‘Why should the Church, which has 
to ‘put over’ the greatest of all goods, be 
content with the work of a man who has 
neither wide experience nor marked capac- 
ity???’ He believed not only that the 
Church could but ought to advertise, and 
be prepared to pay for space. ‘‘The Chureh 
is the divinely appointed custodian of the 
best of all possessions. It is not a custo- 
dian for its own use and advantage. It is 
rather a trustee, a steward, with an obli- 
gation to see that the people who have a 
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share in this possession shall be made 
aware of it. Its message proclaims what 
many want and all need.’’?’ His policy 
would be ‘‘a press correspondent for every 
Chureh.’’ Mr, Sidney Dark, Editor of the 
‘*Chureh Times’’ (which carries more ad- 
vertisements than any other religious 
weekly), was uncompromisingly hostile to 
Church advertising. ‘‘There are some 
things,’’ he declares, ‘‘that the ingenious 
advertising agent or manager cannot do. 
He cannot inspire in man a hunger for 
beauty, a desire for something more satis- 
fying and more eternal than the ordinary 
incidents of everyday life. It cannot be 
done by sky signs, posters, or even by the 
most ingeniously worded publicity in the 
daily newspapers. . . . If religion is to 
allow itself to be vulgarized by commercial 
methods, if the priest or the minister allows 
himself to become a competitor of the 
soapseller and the cinema manager, far 
from attracting people, you are going to 
get a reaction at once; and far from gat- 
ting the Churches full it is going to have 
exactly the contrary effect.’’ The one 
effective way of advertising religion was 
for people who went to Church to be better 
living, more courteous and more charming 
people than those who did not go. The 
Dean of Windsor said there was infinitely 
greater curiosity about religion today than 
before the war, but what was wanted was 
not merely to fill a Church or gain adher- 
ents, but to get souls into right relation 
with God. In discussion several members 
held that a restrained scheme of Church 
advertising was legitimate. Eventually a 
resolution was passed to the effect that 
‘‘the spiritual welfare of this country 
might be advanced by a correct study and 
judicious application of the methods of 
publicity.’?’ 


Dick Sheppard’s £20,000 


The Rev. H. R. L. Sheppard’s countless 
friends are delighted by the news that the 
late Mr. William Prescott Bonbright, the 
New York banker, has left £20,000 to his 
““dear friend,’’ the former vicar of St. 
Martin’s, London. It was desirable that 
he should be relieved of all financial anxi- 
ety, especially in view of the uncertainty 
of his health. Mr. Sheppard can be de- 
pended upon to make the best possible use 
of any resources at his disposal. When- 
ever he is announced to preach, Trafalgar 
Square is thronged by a vast concourse of 
people, who may be doomed to disappoint- 
ment when, as on a recent Sunday, he was 
too ill to enter the pulpit. 
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Tomorrow’s Religion 


Canon Aderley, who has had nearly 40 
years of clerical experience in widely vary- 
ing parts of London, writes discerningly 
of the approaching position of religion in 
England. He thinks there is now less 
realization of sin, or. of spiritual incom- 
pleteness, than there used to be. From the 
effects of the war we have not yet got 
back to our normal state. ‘‘When we do 
get back to it, we shall, I believe, be more 
religious than, before the war, but less in- 
clined to orthodoxy. We shall be less in- 
stitutional, but more ethical. The number 
of people attached to definite denomina- 
tions will be less. For a vague Christian- 
ity is growing up; which consists in ad- 
miration for Christ as good and loving, 
without defining His relationship to God. 
But this will never satisfy the institutional 
Churches, whether Catholic or Protestant. 
They insist on a clear idea of the Trinity 
and the Atonement. Here will be the real 
cleavages.’’ Commenting on the fact that 
the newspapers are giving much space to 
theological and ecclesiastical controversy, 
Bishop Gore remarks that, while perhaps 
we ought to rejoice that public interest in 
the questions at issue is acute, partisan 
arguments and bitter statements inevita- 
bly result in a profound obscuring of the 
public mind as to the real mission and pur- 
pose of Christian religion. ‘‘The object 
of the Christian religions,’’ he emphasizes, 
““is that men may live a good life, all 
other objects being secondary and in- 
ferior.’’ 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 


Rev. C. Harry Kehm, Supt. 


Christmas at Bethany was indeed a 
happy day. The spirit of joy was in- 
creased because of the report that one of 
the boys, who had been seriously hurt a 
few weeks before, had passed the crisis 
and was on a fair way to recovery. The 
boy in question is one of the oldest boys 
of the Home. He, with other boys, was 
hauling corn fodder when the horses be- 
came frightened, ran away and threw him 
off the wagon. In falling he fractured a 
rib, which in turn punctured the lung, and 
besides, the wheel of the wagon passed 
over the calf of his leg inflicting an ugly 
wound, 


We rushed him to the Reading Hospital 
and for ten days his life was in a pre- 
carious condition. Not only had he to fight 
the lung condition, but gangrene had set in 


in the wound in the leg. At the present 
writing we are happy to say he is getting 
along splendidly and if nothing unfor- 
seen develops will be back with us in the 
near future. 

Another item of interest during the 
Christmas season was the butchering of 
our big bull ‘‘Jack.’’ He was a fine speci- 
men and weighed almost 2,200 pounds. This 
will keep us in beef for a few weeks. Now 
again we feel the necessity of a refrigera- 
tor. If we had a refrigerator we could 
put the meat in storage and we would not 
need to fear the warm condition of the 
weather. 

Now, to the many friends who helped to 
make Christmas such a happy time, and to 
the Church for its support, we say, 
‘Thank you,’’ and wish you all a Prosper- 
ous New Year. 


BEQUESTS AND BONDS 


Every year several thousand members 
of our Reformed Church are transferred 
from the Church on earth to the Church 
triumphant in heaven. 

A large number of these good people 
were well to do. They had considerable 
property, which they gave to loved ones by 
will. We would be glad to see more of 
these people include the Lord among their 
loved ones, and remember the Church in 
her care for our aged ministers and 
widows. 

While men possess property, they should 
remember that they are stewards. God 
gave them health, strength and wisdom to 
secure property. The School and Church 
made possible their intelligence and char- 
acter and created the favorable conditions 
under which they could live. It is right 
that these agencies should share in the 
prosperity that came to them. 

Everybody loves the benefactor who 
cares for the poor and needy. It shows a 
desire to appreciate God’s goodness to us 
during our earthly life. Many persons who 
have money invested in securities can take 
one of our Board’s Annuity Bonds and re- 
ceive a good income during life and avoid 
the expense of including this amount in the 
settlement of the estate. Annuity bonds 
are safe as Government bonds and pay a 
better rate of interest. They can be se- 
cured in amounts of $100 up to any amount 
you may wish to invest. For particulars 
address Board of Ministerial Relief, J. W. 
Meminger, Secretary, or Dr. EugeneL. Me- 
Lean, Treasurer, 1505 Race Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


Home and Young Folks 


Birthday Greetings 


Alliene 8S. DeChant 


Guess what! Guess what! We’re SEVEN 
THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AND 
FORTY-ONE (7,541) strong, we Birthday 
Club boys and girls of the ‘‘Reformed 
Chureh Messenger!’’? And on January 1, 
1920, we had but 13 members! Where do 
we come from? From 3 different lands and 
from 14 different States and our District 
of Columbia. Sixteen of us live in Japan; 
15 in China, and 7,510 live in 360 differ- 
ent towns and cities in America. Almost 
6,000 of us (5,974) Jive in Pennsylvania, in 
270 different towns and cities; 574 of us 
come from 18 towns and cities in North 
Carolina; 544 are to be found in 36 differ- 


ent places in Maryland; 293 are in Vir- 
ginia. Four are from New York, 3 from 
Pickens, W. Va., and 2 are from Washing- 
ton, D. C. One member lives in Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire, 3 in Holliston, 
Mass., and 2 others in Miami, Florida. 
Another lives in Rutherford, N. J., and 
4 in California. And in between, there are 
101 members in Ohio, 3 in Pecatonica, Illi- 
nois, and 1 in Plymouth, Wisconsin. Here’s 
our roll in full (Clip it and paste it in 
your scrap book): 

Japan, 16; China, 15; Pennsylvania 
(270 places), 5,974; North Carolina (18 
places), 574; Maryland (36 places), 544; 
Virginia (17 places), 293; Ohio (7 places), 
101; New York (Buffalo, 2; New York 
City, 2), 4; California (Oakland, 2; Pasa- 
dena, 2), 4; Illinois (Pecatonica), Massa- 
chusetts (Holliston), West Virginia (Pick- 
ens), District of Columbia (Washington), 


Florida (Miami), New Hampshire (Ports- 
mouth), New Jersey (Rutherford), Wiscon- 
sin (Plymouth), one each. 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D. D. 


THE GOLDEN KEY 


Text, Luke 11:1, ‘‘Lord, teach us to 
pray.’’ 

Prayer is the golden key that unlocks 
the door of the morning with all the op- 
portunities and blessings of the day before 
us, and bolts the door of the night while 
God watches over us as we are wrapt in 
slumber. 


—— 
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Of all the keys that we take with us 
through the New Year, prayer is the best 
one and the one that will make it a happy 
year for us. But this key must be used 
every day if it is to be kept bright and 
shiny. 

Prayer is talking to God, making our 
wants and wishes known to Him, and giv- 
ing Him our adoration and thanksgiving. 
A little deaf and dumb girl was once asked 
by a lady, who wrote the question on a 
slate: ‘‘What is prayer?’’ The little girl 
took the pencil and wrote the reply: 
‘«Prayer is the wish of the heart.’’ 

In prayer you talk to God as you would 
talk to your mother. As you tell your 
mother everything and keep nothing from 
her; as you consult your mother about 
everything and ask her advice and guid- 
ance; as you go to your mother with all 
your pains and troubles and sorrows and 
find her patient and sympathetic and help- 
ful: so should you go to God and tell Him 
everything, and ask for His guidance, and 
tell Him all your troubles. 

In His great sermon on the mount Jesus 
says: ‘‘Ask, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you: for every one that 
asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall 
be opened.’’ And then He adds: ‘‘Or 
what man is there of you, who, if his son 
shall ask him for a loaf, will give him a 
stone; or if he shall ask for a fish, will give 
him a serpent? If ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your Father 
who is in heaven give good things to them 
that ask Him?’’ 

I read about a college student who took 
the right attitude toward prayer when 
away from home, as too few of our young 
people do. He was not a sissy, but an 
earnest Christian young man. His mother 
visited him at college, and when she was 
about to return home he said to her: 
“*Mother, I cannot tell you how precious 
Jesus has been to me the last few weeks, 
since I left home and came to this college. 
It seems to me that I had never really 
known Him before. I am led to tell Him 
every little thing that concerns me: all my 
secrets, and everything I used to tell you; 
and He seems so near and so real.’’ 

When she returned home she told some 
of her intimate friends about it, with 
tears of joy standing in her eyes. ‘‘I am 
sure,’’ she said, ‘‘I may leave him in 
peace now. I dreaded to give him up, for 
he has never been away from home and its 
influences before, but if he turns to Jesus 
Christ, and makes of Him the confidant 
which he has ever made of me, then it is 
good for him that he has gone away from 
home.’’ 

There is nothing that concerns you and 
me that God is not interested in, and you 
will do well to talk everything over with 
Him as you would with your mother. For 
many years I have made this the practice 
of my life, and I could relate some wonder- 
ful experiences to you if they were not so 
sacred. But if you will do the same, I am 
sure you will have many like them your- 
self. 

God is always ready to hear your prayer, 
no matter how small you may be, and He 
is never too busy to listen to you. Dr. 
Henry Drummond tells the story of a little 
girl who said to her father, ‘‘Papa, I want 
you to say something to God for me, some- 
thing I want to tell Him very much. I 
have such a little voice that I don’t think 
He could hear it, away up in heaven; but 
you have a great big man’s voice, and He 
will be sure to hear you.’’ The father took 
the little girl in his arms and told her that 
even though God were surrounded by all 
His holy angels singing one of the grand- 
est and sweetest songs of praise ever heard 
in heaven, He would say to them, ‘‘ Hush! 
Stop the singing for a while. There’s a 
little girl away down on the earth who 
wants to whisper something in my ear.’’ 


There are many instances in which 
prayers have been answered in a wonder- 
ful way. I want to tell you of one about 
a little boy, which was related by a min- 
ister, This little boy had a very sore hand 
which had become so bad that the physi- 
cian decided it must be amputated to save 
the boy’s life. The day was fixed for the 
operation. On hearing this, the boy went 
to a retired spot, fell on his knees, and 
begged God, for Jesus’ sake, to save his 
poor hand. The next day the physician 
came and examined the hand, when, to the 
astonishment of all, it was found to be so 
much better that amputation was unneces- 
sary. The hand got quite well again, the 
little boy grew up to be a man, ‘‘and,’’ 
continued the minister, holding up his 
right hand, ‘‘this hand can now be shown 
to you as a monument of prayer answered 
through Divine merey;’’ for it was him- 
self that had had the wonderful experience 
in his boyhood. 

In our text the disciples say to Jesus, 
“‘Lord, teach us to pray.’’ Then He 
taught them the so-called Lord’s Prayer. 
It is just as easy to talk to God as it is to 
speak to your mother if your heart is right 
and if you have faith in Him. 

There was once a king who could not 
sleep. He was fierce and warlike and was 
so full of ambitious schemes that his mind 
would not rest and he could not sleep. The 
most famous doctors of the world were 
called to his aid, but they were helpless. 
At last he made a proclamation that he 
would give half of his kingdom to any one 
who could make him sleep in a calm and 
natural manner, but any one who tried and 
failed would be imprisoned. 

One evening a pretty shepherdess came 
to his palace and said that she could help 
him. He looked at her with scorn, and told 
her to go home for she could not possibly 
succeed where all the wisest doctors had 
failed. He asked about her remedy, when 
she took him by the hand and led him to 
an open window and pointed up to heaven. 
‘‘What,’’ said the king; ‘‘you have come 
to mock me?’’ ‘*No!’’ said the little 
shepherdess; ‘‘I have come to teach you 
to pray.’’ He called his soldiers and 
ordered them to put the girl in a dark 
dungeon. His heart was touched by her 
sweet and innocent face, and he followed 
her to the dungeon where he saw her kneel 
down and pray. ‘‘Kind and _ loving 
Father,’’ she said, ‘‘teach him to pray to 
Thee with a humble heart for forgiveness 
for his sins, so that he may lie down at 
night with peace and happiness in his 
soul.’’ The king ordered her to be set 
free at once, and returned to his room, and 
knelt down by the side of his bed, and 
clasped his hands as he had seen the shep- 
herdess do. No words came from his lips, 
for he had forgotten the prayers which 
his mother taught him. But he must have 
prayed inwardly, for when he lay down he 
fell asleep, and he woke up the next morn- 
ing a changed and better man. Afterward 
he married the shepherdess and she was a 
good queen. 


Standing by the entrance of a large es- 
tate in the suburbs of Dublin are two 
huge dogs carved out of granite. 

An Englishman going by in a motor 
thought he would have some fun with the 
Trish driver. 

‘¢How often do they feed those two big 
dogs?’’ 

‘‘Whenever they bark, 
straightforward reply. 


sir,’’? was the 


When Sunday Comes 
BY JOHN ANDREW HOLMES 
He who has a past may go to 


Church and get a future also. | 


j 


Little Alice was taken on a visit to a 
peacock farm. Her mother was busily en- 
geged in conversation when her small 
daughter ran up breathlessly. ‘‘Oh, moth- 
er, come quick, There’s an old chicken 
out in the yard that is in full bloom.’?’— 
Children—A Magazine for Parents. 


Another thought that depresses us is 
what kind of homes the homemade pies 
you buy down-town must come from.— 
Columbus Journal. 


‘CA father,’’ says the ‘‘New Yorker,’’ 
‘“‘had two sons. One went to sea and the 
other became a vice-president of a bank. 
Neither has been heard of since.’’ 


Bible Thought This Week 


BOAST NOT:—Boast not 

thyself of tomorrow; for thou 

knowest not what a day may bring forth. 
—Prov. 27:1. 


Family Altar Column 


The Rev. Frank Grether, D. D. 


January 9-15. ; 
Thought for the Week: God be merciful 
to me, the sinner. Luke 18:13. 
Memory Hymn: ‘‘Guide Me, O Thou 
Great Jehovah.’’ 


Monday, January 9—Jesus and Sinners. 
Mark 2:1-17. 


Two doctors met a friend far from home 
taking a walk. ‘‘What are you walking 
for?’’ they inquired. Answer, ‘‘To keep 
out of your hands.’’ Yes, if we only could 
keep well, we should need no physician. 
If we were righteous and perfect, we 
should need no Saviour. The seribes and 
Pharisees, fearing contamination, would 
not eat with publicans and sinners. Jesus 
did. He did so, not to sink to their level, 
but to lift them up out of their degrada. 
tion, to heal and to save them. Matthew 
in his gospel, is not ashamed to confess 
that he was one of them. Jesus called him, 
he followed, took Him home and admitted 
many publicans, clerks and friends to the 
supper he made for the Man of Galilee. 

Prayer: Lord keep us from deceiving 
ourselves and thinking we do not need 
Thee. We are so glad Thou wilt have in- 
tercourse with us, sinful as we are, that 
Thou didst assume our human nature to be 
our brother, and that by Thy grace we 
ean cheerfully exult: Now are we the sons 
of God. Again and again do we thank 
Thee for Thy love and compassion. Glory 
to God. Amen. 


Tuesday, January 10—The Story of the 
Prodigal. Luke 15:11-21. 


To the seribes and Pharisees who mur- 
mur, saying, This Man receiveth sinners 
and eateth with them—Jesus admits the 
fact and tells them why. He pictured to 
them the broken-hearted sinner who con- 
fesses, Father, I have sinned against 
Heaven and in Thy sight. He shows with 
what love the Father’s heart is yearning 
for that son, and with how great a jov He 
welcomes him home. The story of the 
prodigal palpitates with the love of God 
for repentant sinners. The tattered and 
tearful son has not expected such love. 

Prayer: Merciful Father, Thou knowest 
how we are inclined to follow the alluring 
enticements and the sordid pleasures of 
the world, and to wander away from Thee. ; 
We thank Thee that Thoy are plenteous i n 
merey, and that with Thee there is mu 
forgiveness. Oh, forgive us all our si 
and assure ua of Thy favor and love, 
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that sin may become very hateful and Thy 
love may become very precious to us. As 
‘Thou didst have compassion for us, O God, 
grant that we may have compassion for 
others, and tell them the story of Thy re- 
deeming love. Amen, 


Wednesday, January 11—A Proud Sinner. 
Luke 18:18-30. 

If we could keep the commandments of 
God not only to the letter, but in the 
Spirit, we should surely have eternal life. 
But all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God. It is hard for him who holds 
a high position in Church or state to re- 
frain from thinking, What a good man am 
I? And if he is wealthy, so much the 
worse. The Saviour touches the sore spot 
of this rich ruler by telling him to sell all 
that he has and to distribute te the poor, 
then come and follow Him. Jesus had no 
money to give to the poor, but He gave 
Himself, He gave His life. If all of us 
followed HIM, would some of us have such 
a selfish and miserly grip on our worldly 
possessions? No, gladly and plentifully 
would we give, and follow the lowly Jesus, 
who, though He was rich, yet for our sakes 
became poor, that through His poverty we 
might be rich (2 Cor. 8:6). 

Prayer: Having Thee, O Lord, what 
more can we desire. Thou, O God, art the 
strength of our heart and our portion for- 
ever. Inasmuch as Thou hast given us all 
things richly to enjoy, oh, keep us from 
being so engrossed with our worldly posses- 
sions that we harden our hearts to the 
needs of humanity and no longer think of 
Thee. Give us willing hearts and open 
hands. Lead us aright. Amen. 


Thursday, January 12—A Penitent Sinner. 
Luke 19:1-10. 


A little man climbing a tree to see Jesus. 
Yes, Zaccheus, He is worth seeing. In Him 
you shall find what neither your office nor 
your wealth can give you. But how about 
the wrongs you have committed, how about 
that bribery, graft and extortion? The 
sight of Jesus will make all this a burden 
on your soul, How ean you enjoy all your 
wealth when so many poor people are in 
dire need? The sight of Jesus will make 
you look smaller in your own eyes than 
you really are. Make amends for those 
wrongs, give half of what you possess to 
to the poor, that is what the sight of Jesus 
taught Zaccheus to do. And he did so 
with a glad heart, glad that Jesus had 
designed to visit even him, and salvation 
had come to his house. 

Prayer: O Lord, the thought of Thee so 
high, so noble and yet so gracious, humili- 
ates us. It opens our eyes to our little- 
ness and sinfulness. Oh, condescend to en- 
ter our homes and our hearts, and to have 
communion with us, so that we may repent 
and live, that we get rid of our selfish am- 
bitions and sordid habits. Consecrate us, 
O Lord, consecrate all that we have and 
are to Thy service! Amen. 


January 13—A_ Sinful City 
Doomed. Luke 19:41-46. 
Jerusalem was doomed because it knew 
not the day of its visitation, knew not that 
the blessed feet of the Messiah, so long 
and eagerly expected, had been walking its 
streets, and that His gentle voice had been 
so compassionately inviting them into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. In their mad pursuit 
of honor, wealth and glory they were blind- 
ed to the signs of the times. The sky was 
turning a bloody red and lowering: judg- 
ment and destruction could not much 
longer be averted. Jesus wept over the 
city on account of its impending doom, 
Prayer: Oh, that Thy tears over the 
city Thou didst so love and wouldst so 
gladly have saved, might always be re- 
membered by us. Take pity on us, most 
merciful Saviour. Rouse us from our 
apathy to things spiritual before it be 


Friday, 


forever too late. Lukewarm, worldly- 
minded as we are, what shall become of us, 
O God? We cannot change our nature. 
We cannot make ourselves different and 
better. But Thou canst. Take us who are 
but clay, we fervently ask it for Jesus’ 
sake, and mould us to Thy sacred purpose. 
Amen, 

Saturday, January 14—Jesus Condemns 

False Teachers. Matthew 23:23-33. 


The hypocrite wears the robe of religion, 
often richly embroidered with sacred em- 
blems, but it is only a cloak to hide the 
wickedness of his heart. His sham piety, 
his cant phrases, his numerous ablutions 
and long prayers may deceive men, but 
they cannot deceive God. Yet even they 
have human souls that may be saved. 
Jesus would save them, hence his reiter- 
ated WOE. As with flashes of lightning 
He uncovers their sins, as with peals of 
thunder He tries to arouse them to a lively 
sense of their great hazard and impending 
judgment. 

Prayer: Grant, O life-giving God, that 
we may truly be and not only seem to be 
Christians. We thank Thee that Thou hast 
redeemed us, and that the Son has made us 
free. Keep us, O God, keep us from using 
our liberty for a cloak of maliciousness. 
Sanctify us that we may have our faith in 
a pure conscience. We ask it in Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 

Sunday, January 15—The Blessings of For- 
giveness. Psalm 32. 


You have a friend long very dear to you, 
but you have done him wrong and offended 
him, he avoids you, and you are too proud 
to confess your wrong and to ask his par- 
don. You lie awake nights groping for 
reasons to justify your actions, there is 
bitterness and pain in your heart. Then 
you see clearly that you did wrong, and 
you summon up courage to go to him and 
confess. With tears you give each other 
the hand of reconciliation. Old love comes 
back, and you are happy onee more. God 
is the best friend we have. How can we, 
who have so often and grievously offended 
Him, be happy unless He forgives and is 


reconciled? He is always willing. Are 
you? j 
Prayer: O God, Thou knowest what evil 


desires and wicked thoughts are lurking 
in the hidden recesses of our souls. Thou 
hast set our iniquities before Thee, our 
secret sins in the light of Thy countenance. 
We confess; we plead for forgiveness. For 
the sake of:our Mediator and Redeemer, 
who loved us and gave Himself for us, for- 
give us, O God, and let the light of Thy 
countenance shine upon us. On this Thy 
Sabbath day let Thy favor fill our hearts 
with gratitude and joy. Amen. 


THE PASTOR SAYS 
By John Andrew Holmes 


There is no exercise better for the 
heart than reaching down and lifting 
people up. 


This not for its ethics, but only its fun: 
‘“‘Keep your temper, laddie,’’ said an old 
Scotsman to a rather fiery-tempered son. 
‘‘Never quarrel with an angry person, 
especially a woman. Mind ye, a soft an- 
swer pays best. It is commanded, and, 
forbye, it makes them far madder than 
anything you could say.’’—New Outlook. 


Willis: ‘‘I’ve taken three lessons in 
French from a correspondence school.’’ 

Gillis: ‘‘So? Could you carry on a 
conversation with a Frenchman?’’ 

Willis: ‘‘Oh, no, but I could talk to 
anybody else who had had three lessons.’’ 
—Life. ; 


FLOWERED SMOCK 


Rose Brooks 


**T’ll do the Flowered Smock bakeshop 
errands, Mother,’’ offered Ruth Ransome, 
as her mother slid the ear into the last 
parking stall in the busy square. ‘‘ Funny 
it’s always so jammed here Saturday 
mornings. ’’ 

““The world must eat,’’? said Mrs. Ran- 
some patiently, as she turned the ignition 
key. ‘‘And good housewives must mar- 
ket.?? 

“But it’s so stupid,’’ protested Ruth in 
her sulky voice. ‘‘There are so many 
more interesting things to do. Every Sat- 
urday—I hate it. At least I don’t have 
to go into the butcher shop, do I?’ 

‘*Tt’s every day for me,’’ said Mother, 
quietly. ‘‘Only once a week do I ask you 
to help with the household errands as your 
share of week-end jogs. I wonder why it 
is, Ruth’’—she paused in looking over 
her lists to look at her young daughter— 
‘‘T wonder why just a little helpfulness 
always makes you so miserable??? 

‘‘T hate uninteresting things,’’? Ruth de- 
fended herself with the air of one aloof 
from the material world. 

‘‘Uninteresting fiddlesticks!’’ said Mrs. 
Ransome with an unusual hint of iron in 
her voice. ‘‘Day-dreaming isn’t interest- 
ing, it’s stupid. Wake up! Do your very 
small share of home-making with a little 
show of good sportsmanship. If you hate 
it, see to it hereafter that you fool me into 
thinking that you like it!’ 

Ruth stared. Mother’s words and tone 
made her feel as if she had gone back 
to six years old and had had a spanking. 
Ruth couldn’t remember more than three 
spankings in her life, but she could re- 
member that at each of those three times 
Mother had looked exactly as cool and 
firm as she was looking now. 

Mother read off the three items on the 
bakery list. ‘‘Don’t come back to say 
you’ve forgotten,’’ said she. ‘‘And be 
quick. When you’ve finished, put the pack- 
ages in the car and find me in the butcher’s 
shop. If I haven’t finished, you may share 
the remaining errands with me.’’ 

Ruth gaped dazedly after her Mother’s 
familiar black-coated back before she re- 
covered sufficiently to start in the bake- 
shop direction. ‘‘Be quick! May share 
the remaining errands with me!’’ What 
a way for a mother to talk to a daughter 
who had given up motoring to town with 
Anne and her mother on the entrancing 
errand of buying Anne’s first evening 
frock. 

**Don’t come back and say you’ve for- 
gotten!’’ What on earth were those three 
items? Ruth stood panie-stricken in front 
of the tempting window. She’d never dare 
go back this morning to ask the list re- 
peated. Imagine being made to buy things 
to eat every Saturday morning anyway! 
Just one of Mother’s inexplicable whims. 
And she’d begged for an evening dress, 
too, and Mother had smiled and said not 
for another year, anyway, and maybe not 
then. It depended on how grown-up she 
really was. Another of Mother’s whims. 
Goodness, what were the three things! 
Russian salad dressing, date-and-nut cook- 
ies (for some of Ruth’s own friends at 
Sunday tea) and—nothing in her blank 
mind gave the cue. 

She couldn’t go back, that was certain. 
Maybe inside, the pretty young woman in 
the flowered smock who herself made the 
dainties which drew customers for miles, 
could help her out. 

‘‘Good morning!’’ greeted pleasant 
Flowered Smock. ‘‘Just in a lull; so I 
needn’t keep you waiting at all.’’ 

‘¢Two dozen date-and-nut cookies,’’ said 
Ruth, ‘‘and a large jar of Russian salad 
dressing.’’ 
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‘*Here you are.’’ And Flowered Smock 
handed her two pasteboard boxes neatly 
tied with blue paper tape. ‘‘Glad I didn’t 
have to keep you waiting.’’ 

‘*T wish you had—I mean there’s some- 
thing else—I can’t think what it is,’’ 
stammered Ruth. 

“Rolls? Little cakes? Sugar cookies?’’ 
suggested Flowered Smock helpfully—and 
patiently, for three other customers had 
come in. 

Ruth shook her head. ‘‘Please wait on 
the others,’’ she said with unusual court- 
esy. ‘‘I’ll think by the time they’ve 
gone.’’ 

The three customers left, 
waited their turn. 

‘“‘You’ve thought now?’’ Flowered 
Smock crossed the tiny shop to ask. 
‘¢No? Then run out and ask your mother.’’ 
But Ruth dumbly shook her head. 

The little shop filled with busy cus- 
tomers, and Ruth was left in her corner 
undisturbed. Think of that third wretched 
item she could not. After fifteen minutes, 
Mrs. Ransome came in. 

‘¢You’ve not had to wait all this ny ta 


and four others 


she began. ‘‘No, I see you haven’t, as you 
have the boxes. Why didn’t you come to 
find me?’’ 


‘¢What is it??? asked Flowered Smock, 
excusing herself prettily to half a shopful 
of customers and erossing to Ruth’s cor- 
ner. ‘‘Two things she remembered’’—she 
sweetly helped Ruth’s confusion—‘‘but 
the third she forgot. I thought she would 
save time if she went to find you and 
ask. ? 

‘‘That’s what she usually does,’’ said 
Mother with no attempt to lower her voice. 
‘*She would help far more if she were not 
so forgetful. Banbury tarts was the third 
item. A dozen and a half, please. Put 
them in the car, Ruth. I’ll come pres- 
ently.’’ 

“¢T’m sorry to have had you wait,’’ said 
Flowered Smock, deftly tying the tart box. 
“‘T really need help here Saturdays. I 
could perhaps have helped her think, if I 
had had a little time.’’ 

‘«That’s what I don’t want,’’ said Mrs. 
Ransome. ‘‘I don’t wonder your shop is 
jammed. It’s something besides your cook- 
ing that draws customers. Ruth is childish 
enough to think it’s your charming flower- 
ed smocks.’’? Mrs. Ransome bent over the 
counter and spoke quietly, waiting for her 
change. 


*“She likes them?’’ Flowered Smock 
asked quickly, to cover her shy apprecia- 
tion. ‘‘They are so simple. I get them 
at the little French shop just around the 
corner. Mademoiselle makes them. She is 
my friend. 

““So am I,’’ said Mrs. Ransome with un- 
expected warmth and was gone. 

“*T’d like to have you do an errand,’’ 
said Mother to her ecrest-fallen young 
daughter, waiting meekly in the ear, 
“‘Run around the corner’ to the little 
French shop and buy two flowered smocks 
—the prettiest you see.’’ 

“‘Your size, Mother???’ 
meekly. 

‘“ Your size, my dear,’’ said Mother. 

That night after Ruth was in bed, 
Mother went in for her customary five- 
minute chat. 

‘“You needn’t go marketing with me 
Saturlay mornings after this,’’ she said. 

Ruth, too amazed to answer, flushed and 
stared. ‘‘Here I’ve been feeling punished 
the whole day,’’ ran her thoughts, ‘‘and 
now Mother admits she’s wrong. Perhaps 
now’s the time to ask again for an even- 
ing dress.’’ 

“‘T’ve talked to Mrs. Farley (that’s 
Flowered Smock’s name when she isn’t a 
fairy princess) over the ’phone when you 
were out this evening. This morning she 
happened to say she needed help Satur- 
days. That place is no bigger than a band- 
box, and it hums like a beehive. Why do 
you suppose, Ruth?’’ 

‘“Because her things are good,’’ said 
Ruth. Was Mother suddenly simple, to ask 
such questions? 

““VYou gave me the impression this morn- 
ing that food of any description didn’t in- 
terest you.’’? Mother’s voice was bland as 
honey. ‘‘So why do even you like to go 
there??? 

““She wears such pretty smocks,’’ said 
Ruth unsuspiciously. 

“«She does look sweet in them,’’ agreed 
Mother. ‘‘She wants you to wear them, 
too. Sort of shop uniform.’’ 

“She wants me? What has she to do 
with my smocks? Shop unfirm? What 
do you mean. Mother??? 

““Just that, a flowered smock for a shop 
uniform. I have arranged that you are to 
work there every Saturday from nine till 
four. Short hours, I’ll admit.’’ 

‘Short hours!’’ gasped Ruth, ‘‘Why, I 
like to sleep Saturday mornings.’’ 


asked Ruth 


The Church Services 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Seeond Sunday after Epiphany, January 
15, 1928. 
Jesus and Sinners 
Mark 2:1-17. 

Golden Text: I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners, Mark 2:17. 

Lesson Outline: 1. The Malady. 2. 
The Remedy. 

Immediately after the busy day de- 
scribed in our previous lesson Jesus went 
forth on-a journey through Galilee. And, 
apparently, it was His growing popularity 
as a leader that caused the Lord to leave 
Capermann. His supreme aim was to 
preach the gospel (1:38). He deprecated 
a faith built upon signs and wonders. 

We have no precise knowledge of the 
length of this first tour of Galilee. From 
a comprehensive statement in our record 
we may infer that Jesus continued His 
ministry of preaching, teaching, and heal- 


ing, begun in Capermann (1:39). But after 
some time He returned to the city, and 
most probably took up His abode in 
Peter’s house. Our present lesson resumes 
the narrative at this point. 

I. The Malady. The report of Jesus’ 
return spread rapidly and brought many 
people to His door. Some were curious; 
and others, critical And many sought 
healing. Conspicuous in the throng were 
the scribes, the guardians of Jewish orth- 
odoxy, who were beginning to view the 
growing popularity of this self-appointed 
teacher with suspicion (2:6, 7). 

But the central figure of our lesson is a 


nameless paralytic. While Jesus was speak- 


ing to the gathered multitude, this help- 
less sufferer was borne to the house by 
four stalwart friends. The crowd blocked 
their way, so they resorted td a novel de- 
vice to gain access to the healer. Lifting 
the paralytic to the flat roof of the house, 
they made an opening and lowered the 
pallet with its palsied burden at the very 
feet of Jesus. 


**So do I, but I don’t.?? Mother 
smothered a yawn. ‘‘I’ll drive you down. 
as I go right there to market, and perhaps 
we can sometimes pick you up in the after- 
noon. If not, the trolley’s handy.’’ 

‘*You mean it, Mother?’’? Ruth’s blue 
eyes were defiant, even through tears. ‘‘Oh, 
think of Anne!’’ 

‘‘T mean it,’’? said Mother, pleasant as- 
a May morning. ‘‘So does Father. I have 
an idea there’s been altogether too much 
thinking of Anne already.’’ 

“*Por how long?’’ Ruth dived into her 
pillow like a four-year-old. 

“*Until, my dear, you find out just what 
it is that draws people from far and near 
to that tiny shop. Cooking and pretty 
smocks, maybe, but something else. A 
magnet, that’s what Flowered Smock is.’” 

“‘Oh, if you’re talking about personal- 
ity,’’? came Ruth’s muffled voice. ‘‘We had 
about that in school.’’ 

““Oh, I see.’? Surely it wasn’t laughter 
in Mother’s voice? ‘‘ Well, this is not the 
book kind, but the real article, if ever I 
was a judge of humans. It’s an oppor- 
tunity, my child.’’ 

“‘Tt’s one I don’t want.’’ Ruth’s fist 
pounded the pillow. ‘‘A month? That’s. 
four whole Saturdays.’’ 

““T should guess longer,’’? said Mother, 
entirely unmoved by dramaties. ‘‘No time 
limit, unless Flowered Smock’s patience 
gives out. But she’s a weaver of spells. I 
have an idea she’ll turn the trick.’’ } 

‘“‘Not more than a month?’’ pleaded 
Ruth. 

““T should guess, as I said, much long- 
er,’’ said Mother in that aloof voice that 
meant business. ‘‘Until you’ve learned to 
be a magnet, too. Really learned it. Not 
shop manners, but the real thing, at home,. 
at school, everywhere. ’? 

“Tf you think she’ll teach me—’’ 

‘“Exactly. I think she will.’? 

“*T’d like to know how.’? 

‘‘Por one thing, through a medium 


‘called work. Something you know nothing 


about. She does. In years she’s only ten 
ahead of you. If I could know you’d ever 
be like her—’? 

“‘Mother! The keeper of a bakeshop! 
You hardly know her.’’ 

‘CA lady as ever was. And I know gal- 
lantry and sweetness when I see them. 
And the best first step for you, my dear, 
is to don a flowered smock.’’ 

[All rights reserved] 


Let us note the resourceful faith of the 
four friends. In spite of serious obstacles 
they persisted in their endeavor to bring 
the paralytic to Jesus. When the selfish 
crowd barred the ordinary way they de- 
vised an extraordinary one. ‘‘This is the 
victory that overcometh the world, even 
your faith.’’? And without this heroie 
quality faith achieves no victory ever. 
Heavenly blessings as well as earthly 
boons come only to those of indomitable 
persistence. In all realms of human en- 
deavor there is ever that press of obstacles 
between us and our aspirations. It requires 
sublime faith to succeed, whether in mat- 
ters physical, mental, material, or moral. 
Health, education, wealth, character are 
prizes that come to those who, if need be, 
are willing to climb roofs in order to con- 
quer crowds. : 


Moreover, the faith of these men was 
unselfish. It was executed in behalf of a 
helpless friend. This is an added quality 
that makes their conduct distinctly Chris- 
tian. After all, selfish resourcefulness is 
by no means rare. There are many succes 
ful men who have reached the goal of the 


that leads men from humble plae 
heights of achievement. But wi 
palsied world needs is faithful 1 
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bear it to Jesus. Crippled in its material 
and spiritual life, it requires the unselfish 
services of the strong. One of the most 
Christlike notes in our interpretation of 
God’s will and way is the modern emphasis 
on social service. We are beginning to un- 
derstand that the only way to save one’s 
life is to lose it in the service of others. 

But the central part of our lesson is the 
malady of the paralytic. The man on the 
pallet was suffering from two diseases, the 
one physical and the other spiritual, but he 
knew it not. Paralysis and sin were his 
ailments; the one, perhaps, a consequence 
of the other. But he and his friends, ap- 
parently, were conscious of but one. Cer- 
tainly the paralysis was uppermost in 
their thought, and physical healing was 
first and foremost in their mute appeal. 

II, The Remedy. The extraordinary pro- 
eédure of the four men drew a remarkable 
statement from the Master’s lips. ‘‘See- 
ing their faith, He saith unto the sick of 
the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.’’ 

According to our record, this was the 
first time that Jesus declared the forgive- 
ness of sin. Hitherto He had healed men’s 
bodies, but here and now He restored a 
sin-sick soul. That sounded like blasphemy 
to the startled scribes. They regarded 
sickness as the just penalty of sin, and as 
a sure sign of God’s wrath. Sin, they held, 
required and received punishment, and not 
pardon. Jesus’ gracious proclamation of 
forgiveness upset their cherished dogma. 

And the Master’s proclamation of the 
forgiveness of sin certainly was ‘‘new 
theology.’’? He had not gotten it from 
books. It was grounded in the Son’s per- 
fect knowledge of the Father’s heart. It 
revealed the unfathomable love of God, but 
it offended the dogmatism of the bigoted 
expounders of the law. 

Then in order to show His shocked 
critics that His divine authority and power 
matched His spiritual insight, Jesus pro- 
ceeded to address the scribes. It was one 
of their tenets that no sick man is healed 
of his sickness until he has been duly 
cleansed of all his sins. According to 
their logic the cure of this man’s paralysis 
would be a convincing proof of the for- 
giveness of his sins, and of the Healer’s 
divine authority. Hence, ‘‘that ye may 
know that the Son of man hath power on 
earth to forgive sins (He saith to the sick 
of the palsy), I say unto thee, arise, take 
up thy bed, and go unto thy house. And 
immediately he arose, took up the bed, and 
went forth before them all.’’ 

Thus Jesus healed the man of all his 
diseases, physical and spiritual. But He 
reversed the order and expectation of the 
patient and his friends. First He cleansed 
the soul, and then He healed the body. 

These contrasting attitudes of the para- 
lytic and of Jesus are deeply significant. 
The one typifies human desire, and the 
other, human need. The world is suffering 
from many ills, physical and spiritual. But 
its greatest malady is its sin, even as its 
greatest need is to come into saving com- 
munion with the Father’s love and accept 
His full and free forgiveness. Like the 
paralytic, mankind in general is blind to 
this fact. In some form or other, the body 
problem and the bread question seem al- 
ways the most pressing. Galled by poverty, 
oppressed by misfortune, worn with sick- 
ness men cry out for help and healing. And 
Jesus thoroughly understood the bodily 
needs of men and sympathized with them. 
He looked with compassion upon the af- 
flicted multitude. He fed the hungry and 
He healed the sick. But Jesus also knew 
that men needed spiritual health more than 
physical healing and material riches. With 
unerring insight He saw that sin was the 
source of human misery and salvation from 
sin the only efficacious remedy. Therefore, 
He said first, ‘‘Son, thy sins be forgiven 
thee,’’ and then, ‘‘arise, take up thy bed.’’ 

The hope of the world’s ultimate recov- 
ery and well-being lies in the maintenance 


of this order. A Church that is indifferent 
to the material needs of men is faithless 
to her compassionate Master. But a Church 
that fails to subordinate all her social min- 
istries to the supreme spiritual purpose of 
bringing men to God, is forgetful of her 
divine mission. There is no better, no 
other, way to diminish the world’s sorrow 
and suffering than to save it, first, from 
its sin. 

And the only remedy for sin known to 
us is still Jesus’ proclamation of the grace 
of God. That is the gospel. To the men 
of law and ritual that sounded like blas- 
phemy. They knew God only as a divine 
law-giver of inexorable justice. But to 
our Lord that proclamation was the Glad 
Tidings. He showed men their Father, a 
divine love-giver, who yearns for His err- 
ing children and seeks to win them through 
the power of His love. 

Let us deal gently with those blind 
guardians of the law, who said, ‘‘ He blas- 
phemeth.’’ There is still many a scribe to 
whom the gospel of God’s gracious love, 
that offers a full and free pardon to every 
repentant sinner, seems incomprehensible. 
Perhaps that is due to the fact that there 
is so little in our human experience that 
helps us to comprehend it. For God’s way 
of dealing with offenders is not our way. 
We smite the smiter. We exact a full 
equivalent for every wrong done us. But 
God’s way is not like ours. He forgiveth 
men their iniquities. When we have learned 
more of love we shall understand God’s 
way better. We.shall be ashamed then of 
some of the ‘‘theories of atonement’? that 
men have imputed to our Father in heaven. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


January 15th—What Difference Does Read- 
ing the Bible Make? Psalm 
1:1-6; 2 ‘Tim. 3:14-17. 

We are considering during this month 
the .emphasis upon our devotional life. 
Last week we were thinking about the in- 
fluence of prayer upon our spiritual life. 
Today we take up the influence which the 
reading of the Bible makes upon our re- 
ligious and devotional life. The topic 
raises the question, ‘‘ What difference does 
reading the Bible make?’’ Sometimes we 
hear it said, ‘‘Nothing matters very 
much.’’ But it is more nearly the truth 
to say, ‘‘ Everything really matters a great 
deal.’’ There is nothing that we do or 
say or feel, nothing that plays upon us 
from the world of nature or in our fellow- 
ship with others or in our daily tasks, our 
reading and thinking and speaking but 
what makes a difference in our lives. In 
fact the very food we eat, the air we 
breathe have an influence upon us. To be 
sure, these influences sometimes are very 
subtle and very slow. The forces, the 
great, dynamic factors in life are silent, 
slow but certain. Eventually the differ- 
ence created thereby certainly appears. 
Now at first sight it seems as if reading 
or not reading the Bible would matter very 
little. There may be some Bible reading 
which is scarcely worth the time and effort 
put upon it, for the Bible can be read in 
many different ways with different results, 
but when it is properly read it makes a 
profound and pronounced difference in our 
lives. The Bible has always wielded a 
great influence in human lives. In the Old 
Testament they spoke of it as ‘‘the Law,’’ 
and the Psalmist says, ‘‘Blessed is the 
man whose delight is in the Law of the 
Lord, and in His law doth he meditate 
day and night. He shall be like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water.’’ Surely 
the Psalmist recognized the difference be- 
tween the man who read and revelled in 
the Law of the Lord and the one who de- 
spised and rejected it. The man who 
found his delight in the Law of the Lord 
was blessed; He had a joy and inspiration 
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in life which others did not possess. He 
had sources of refreshment which kept him 
living and fruitful in every good work. 
It made him stable and solid in his ways, 
whereas the man who did not read in the 
Law was like ‘‘chaff which the wind 
driveth away.’’ 

In the New Testament the Bible is called 
‘‘the Scriptures,’’ and Jesus found much 
satisfaction in reading the Bible of His 
day. It proved a great defence against 
temptation. At every turn He met the 
tempter with the words, ‘‘It is written.’’ 
The Bible proved to Jesus an armory where 
He could draw the weapons that would 
fortify Him against the assaults of Satan. 
It was these Scriptures which gave Jesus 
so much comfort and strength. He went 
to them for daily nourishment and the last 
hymn that He sang—the only time to 
which reference is made of Him singing— 
was a part of the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures. 

Likewise Paul in writing to the Romans 
speaks of ‘‘The Scriptures which are able 
to make us wise unto salvation through 
faith,’’ and again, ‘‘Every Scripture is 
profitable for. teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction which is in 
righteousness that the man of God may be 
complete, furnished completely unto every 
good work.’’ In the Acts of the Apostles 
we are told that the Bereans were more 
noble than the Thessalonians ‘‘in that they 
received the Word with all readiness of 
mind, examining the Scriptures daily whe- 
ther these things were so. Many of them, 
therefore, believed.’’ 

Reading the Bible brings to us a great 
many by-products. The purpose of the 
Bible is to teach us religion, but there are 
many other things which it furnishes us. 
We learn much about the history of the 
human race, much about ancient antiqui- 
ties, customs and manners of the people in 
Palestine and other Oriental countries. 
We read some of the choicest and best 
poetry and biography. We become ac- 
quainted with the inner experience of men 
who followed God and of others who for- 
sook Him. There is no better book in all 
the world, so wide in its range and reach, 
so wonderful in its influence upon ideas 
and ideals, so stimulating for righteous- 
ness and religion. If reading any good 
book leaves its impress upon the mind and 
heart, how much more will reading the 
Bible made its impression upon the whole of 
our life? It enriches our vocabulary. 
John Ruskin said that he got his style 
from the Bible. What a literature we have 
here! What rhythm and poetry, along side 
of which that of Shakespeare and Long- 
fellow and others fade into insignificance! 
It confirms our faith and vitalizes our 
hope. No other book in all the world 
brings us upon our knees. We may be de- 
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lighted by some other book, we may be 
depressed by still another, but the Bible 
lifts us upon the highest heights and 
searches the deepest depths of the soul. 
When every light goes out and we are en- 
veloped by darkness, the Bible ‘‘is a lamp 
unto our feet and a light unto our path- 
way.’’ 

In order to get the most out or our Bible 
reading we must observe a few rules. 

1. Read regularly. Daily Bible reading 
ought to be our custom. We will not get 
much out of it by reading spasmodically. 
The Bible supplies food for the soul. We 
must eat food regularly, daily, to keep the 
body alive, so we must read the Bible 
regularly, systematically, habitually in 
order that it may feed and nourish us. The 
Bible should be a daily companion. It is 
now so published that each of the sixty-six 
books are bound saparately and can be con- 
veniently carried around. One does not 
need to read a whole book at a time nor 
even a chapter, but a verse or two daily 
will make a wonderful difference as the 
years come and go. 

2. Read with a purpose. We have too 
much haphazard, helter-skelter reading 
today. This applies to our secular as well 
as our sacred literature. 
Bible we ought to have a purpose in view. 
We are like a merchant going out seeking 
goodly pearls. The Bible is full of gems 
and pearls, but we must seek for them. 
We find in the Bible usually what we go 
there to find. In sorrow we find comfort, 
in darkness light, in death life. The Bible 
has a solution for every problem and con- 
sequently we ought to read the Bible with 
something definite in view. 

3. Read intelligently. Many people do 
not understand the Bible. Philip asked 
the Ethiopian, ‘‘Understandeth thou what 
thou readest?’’ There are many who read, 
put who do not understand. They have 
never found the key that unlocks the doors 
of this great wonder Book. When once 
people understand what the Bible is, what 
it is for, how to read it, they will get far 
more profit out of it than when they read 
with ‘‘their eyes holden and their under- 
standing darkened.’’ In order to read the 
Bible intelligently one must read slowly, 
meditatively, prayerfully. One trouble is 
that we read too rapidly and too much. We 
do not take time to digest and assimilate 
what we read. The consequence is that we 
do not remember. Undigested, intellectual 
food is as bad for the mind as undigested 
food for the stomach. By meditation we 
appropriate the truth and, therefore, the 
man who meditates in God’s Word day and 
night is the one who is blessed. 

The Bible has of late been so largely a 
lost book. It needs to be recovered. A 
re-Bible will bring a revival in religion. It 
has always been so from the days of Josiah 
and Ezra down to our present day. It has 
always been when men have taken up 
their Bibles and read them that great 
spiritual refreshment followed. Reading 
the Bible makes a difference in our per- 
sonal life and also in our religious life. 


THE STEWARDSHIP OF LIFE 


By the Rev. Edgar F. Hoffmeier, B. D., in 
the ‘‘Lebanon News.’’ 


Text: ‘‘Here, moreover, it is required 
of a steward that a man be found faith- 
ful.’’ 1 Cor. 4:2. 

Where does stewardship begin? Com- 
monly we hear it as the stewardship of 
wealth. -That strikes in a sensitive place. 
Instantly we are on our guard against an 
appeal that may take some of our money. 
Instinectively we are on the defensive 
against an argument that is being framed 
to get us to give. What is the trouble? 
Well, the difficulty is we have started at 
the wrong end. Stewardship does not start 
with money, wheresoever it may end. No 
man is ready to consider the stewardship 
of money who has not reached some other 


In reading the - 


decisions farther back. Until those de- 
cisions are made one is beating against a 
blank stone wall. Stewardship begins with 
life. * 

What Paul said above had nothing .to 
do with money, at that moment; it had to 
do with what he was doing concerning the 
spiritual issues of life. ‘‘Ministers of 
Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of 
God, here, it is required of stewards that 
a man be found faithful.’’ 

There is where stewardship begins. 
How do we act toward life? What value 
does it have for us? How saered is it, how 
faithfully used? For the first trust that 
is given to enlightened man is just his life, 
with its moral faculties and _ spiritual 
powers and the influences that flow out 
from them. He can spread faith or unbe- 
lief. He can inspire reverence for God or 
a sneer at religion. He ean leave the 
fragrance of nobility or the stain of im- 
purity. He can be a friendly soul or a 
hard-boiled cynic. We carry a load of re- 
sponsibility with our lives. Wilfred Gren- 
fel once heard one man say to another: 
“You are a Christian. I know what you 
say and I know how you act. I want 
nothing to do with Christianity.’’ That 
is happening every day. 

Now, lest some one make that kind of 
unfaithfulness an excuse for his own 
alienation from religion, let us say that 
this also is happening every day; in a small 
community, where every one knows every- 
one else intimately and in which the pro- 
gram of Visitation Evangelism was being 
acted upon by the Churches, a quiet and 
unassuming Christian man went to one of 
his neighbors, with what timidity one can 
imagine, and said: ‘‘ Ed, I want to ask you 
if you will not come to Church.’’ And Ed 
replied: ‘‘Sam, I have know you all 
my life; if you ask me, Sam, I will come.’’ 
And he did come. 

But stewardship of life has matters for 


us to think about beyond just our in- - 


evitable influence. It is a matter of atti- 
tude and relation to the forces of God that 
are making for a better world and better 
men. God’s Gospel is abroad and God’s 
Kingdom is on the march. There are great 
enterprises of religion afoot. Steward- 
ship has something to say to us here. Dr. 
E. E. Kresge has a great book, ‘‘The 
Chureh and the Ever-coming Kingdom of 
God.’’ Are you in it? Stewardship is 
knowledge of and sympathy for and devo- 
tion to and participation in Christ’s re- 
deeming work in a troubled, blundering, 
sorrowing and sinning world. Maybe it 
ends in money for that work; most likely 
it does. I suspect that the man who sees 
the first will get to the second, but he 
won’t really come to the second until the 
first has gripped his soul. 


Woman’s Missionary Society News 


Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor, 
Room 416, Schaff Bldg. 


The December meeting of the G. M. G. 
of Ascension Church, Norristown, was 
honored by the presence of three foreign 
guests—Golden Lotus (Mae Troxell), clad 
in the dress of her beloved China, spoke 
English very fluently and told, in a way 
which stirred the hearts of all, of the con- 
ditions under which she, a factory girl, 
worked; robed in a beautiful Japanese 
kimono, Miss Plum Blossom (Katherine 
Gehris), gave the song of the factory girl 
in her country and spoke interestingly of 
industrial problems there; Mrs. Gadjil 
(Eleanor Honeyman), wearing the native 
sari, brought a message from her people in 
India. Each of the Guild girls brought 
something which had been made in one 
of these three countries. The table on 
which these articles were displayed formed 
a picture quite gorgeous as to color and 
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design. There were India Prints, Chinese 
tea-pots, chop-sticks, cross-stitch, ete., and 
Japanese fans, china, parasols and various 
other beautiful articles, many of which 
may be bought in any gift shop, often in 
the Five and Ten-Cent stores. Before the 
introduction of the visitors, the pastor, 
Rev. Mr. Butkofsky, told briefly some of 
the problems incident to our own indus- 
trial revolution. Using the new initiation 
service, eight new members were added to 
the Guild. 


At the second annual Thank-Offering 
service of the W. M.S. of St. Vineent’s 
Church, Spring City, Pa., the service, ‘*Let 
Us Give Thanks,’’ was used. The Thank- 
Offering Secretary, Mrs, Allan Kast, pre- 
sided. The beautiful meditation was given 
by Mrs. Emma Still, Mrs. Enos Fryer and 
Mrs. Harry Huzzard. Anna Thomas and 
Ruth Rambo, attired in the Reformed 
Church colors received the offering which 
showed an increase of $10 over last year’s 
gifts. 


Mrs. Chester L. Snyder, of Bethlehem, 
writes: ‘‘We used ‘That Pill Box’ for our 
Thank-Offering service, which was very 
much enjoyed by all. At our regular 
monthly meeting on Dee. 27, which is 
Guest Day, we expect to give ‘Nora Sees 
It Through.’ We are planning to have the 
W. M.S. invitations for that time.’’ 


The W. M. S. of St, Vincent’s Church, 
Spring City, Pa., added joy to the Christ- 
mas season for the sexton and his family 
by presenting them with a large box over- 
flowing with good things to eat. The pre- 
sentation was made by the president, Miss 
Carrie M. Kersehner, 


‘Others’? must be the motto of the 
large circle of friends who so kindly re- 
membered Bethel Reformed Community 
Center at Christmas time. Wednesday 
evening, December 23, the lecture hall of — 
the Center was crowded to capacity and 
many were turned away. A very ini 
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225 stockings with their precious contents 
were given by the workers to those pres- 
ent. On Christmas Day many were away 
or absorbed in their own family gather- 
ings, but more than 100 listened to the 
cantata, ‘The Inn,’’ which was rendered 
by the Young People’s Chorus. Mr. Good- 
rich Lynch, who is president of the ©. E. 
Society, read the story very fluently. 
Tuesday afternoon, Dee. 27, 100 of the 
children were the guests of the Logan 
Chapter of the Eastern Star, who enter- 
tained them in the hall of the Tioga Busi- 
ness Men’s Association. Mrs. John E. 


Michael, the Worthy Matron of the Chap- 


ter, is a member of Olivet Church. The en- 
tertainment was wholesome and the re- 
freshments and gifts were greatly appre- 
ciated by the boys and girls. It will be 
a topic for discussion during many weeks 
to come. The children responded with a 
voluntary program. 


The Woman’s Missionary Society of St. 
John’s Church, Allentown, Pa., presented 
Mrs. Reiter, the pastor’s wife, with a Life 
Membership of Lehigh Classis. Because 
of illness Mrs. Reiter was unable to be 
present at the meeting, so a whole group 
of women took it to the parsonage. 


News of the Week 


Mrs. H. W. Elson 


Senator Andrieus A. Jones, Democrat, 
New Mexico, died at his apartment in 
Washington Dec. 20. He was first elected 
United States Senator in 1916, 

Germany’s new 1,200-kilowatt broad- 
casting station, said to be the most power- 
ful in the world, was opened for service 
Dec. 20. The station is one of Germany’s 
outstanding engineering features of the 
year. The masts are nearly 700 feet high 
and support a five-strand antenna 920 feet 
long. 

Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh was the 
recipient of the three highest decorations 
the Boy Scouts of Mexico could bestow 
on one they have taken as their ideal of 
youth and manhood. The ceremony was at 
_the American Embassy, in which the avi- 
ator was made Knight of the Order of the 
Lion, Knight of the Order of the Eagle 
and Knight of the Order of the Tiger. 

The members of the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee and Secretary of State 
Kellogg have begun consideration of what 
the American attitude should be with ref- 
erence to the French proposal to the 
United States for a treaty between the two 
Governments for the outlawry of war. The 
start of these negotiations, which under 
the Federal Constitution must be made 
““by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate,’? was made by Mr. Kellogg, 
who asked permission to lay before the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, in 
executive session, the trend of the con- 
versations he has been having with M. 
Paul Claudel, French Ambassador to the 
United States, since the formal proposal 
of a treaty was made by his chief, M. M. 
Aristide Briand, the French Foreign Min- 
ister, on the tenth anniversary of Amer- 
ica’s entry into the World War. 


Two noted architects, one French and 
the other Swiss, have been appointed by 
the League of Nations to submit a new 
design for the projected palace of the 
League, which will include an assembly 
hall, a secretariat and provision for the 
library, which John D. Rockefeller has do- 
nated. 

The abolition of forced currency and the 
return of the lira to a gold basis has been 
decided on by an important Cabinet coun- 
cil in Italy presided over by Premier Mus- 
solini. The value of the paper lira was 
fixed at 19 to the dollar, 92.46 to the pound 
sterling and 3.66 to the gold lira. The 
return to a gold basis has been universally 
applauded as it contributed toward a set- 
tled state of finances and as paving the 
way for greater prosperity next year. 

The Yale University Endowment Fund 
drive has reached its goal of $20,000,000 
and more, too. It is said this makes Yale 
the richest university. Harvard previously 
headed the list: 


Mrs. Evangeline arrived 


Lindbergh 


safely in Mexico Dee. 22, after her flight . 


from Detroit. She was given a great ova- 
tion on landing and was taken as a guest 
to the American Embassy, where she spent 
Christmas with her son. She left Mexico 
Dec. 28 in ‘the Ford plane on her return 
trip to Detroit. 

Brig. Gen. James D. Glennan, retired, 
who was chief surgeon of the American 
Expeditionary Forces in France in the 
World War and later was commandant of 
Walter Reed Hospital at Washington, died 
at the hospital Dee. 24. 

Another group of foreign mission insti- 
tutions has joined the recently organized 
Chureh of Christ in China. The English 
Baptist Mission, of Shantung, has voted 
definitely to join the new non-sectarian 
Chinese Christian Church. It is said this 
is the first case in the history of the 
Church where a group of Baptist Churches 
has formally united with Congregational, 
Presbyterian and Reformed Churches. The 
Church of Christ in China was organized 
at Shanghai in late September. The move 
has the support of most foreign mission- 
aries and is a desire to combine the discon- 
certing creeds into one Christian Church 
run by the Chinese with foreign advisers. 

According to the New York Department 
of Health’s report and from the Metropoli- 
tan Life Insurance Company the year 
1927 was one of the most healthful years 
in the recent history of New York City 
and the United States as well. Infant 
mortality and tuberculosis toll the least on 
record. Influenza and pneumonia also give 
a low record as causes of death. The death 
rate may reach 1,180 per 100,000 of the 
population for the entire year. 

For the double purpose of reducing un- 
employment in Holland and meeting the 
shortage of labor existing in France 50 
Duich families will be aided by the Dutch 
Government to emigrate to France to es- 
tablish themselves in the Department of 
Dordogne. 

Alumni of the University of Michigan 
have collected $1,000,000 for the erection 
of a new women’s building at the uni- 
versity, ground for which was broken re- 
cently by the first fulltime woman pro- 
fessor on the faculty. 

Two scholarships at the University of 
Geneva, Switzerland, have been estab- 
lished by the American Friends Service 
Committee. The scholarships are open to 
teachers in the United States, particularly 
history, and include a year of living at the 
Quaker Hotel in Geneva and a year of 
study in the University of Geneva, and 
other institutions there that offer courses 
in the various phases of international life, 

A bill which is considered to be the first 
step toward the establishment of a con- 
federation of Latin American republics 
has been passed by the Mexican Senate. 
Mexico annoynces its readiness to grant 
a Mexican ci‘izenship to Latin Americans 
either residirg in or visiting Mexico as 
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soon as a majority of the Latin American 
republics announce their acceptance of the 
Senate’s proposal. 

As a result of the recently improved re- 
lations between the United States and Mex- 
ico, following the arrival in Mexico City of 
Ambassador Morrow and the flight of Col. 
Charles A. Lindbergh, it now seems as- 
sured that the United States Government 
soon will lift the ban against shipments 
of airplanes and airplane equipment to 
Mexico. 

The airship, Los Angeles, left its hangar 
at Lakehurst, N. J., Dec. 26 on special 
orders from Washington to go in search 
of the missing Grayson plane. Mrs. Fran- 
ces W. Grayson and her crew of three 
aboard left the Roosevelt Field Dee. 23 im 
the amphibion plane Dawn and was last 
sighted over Cape Cod. 

Rome, Italy, was visited by an earth- 
quake Dee. 26 of considerable intensity, 
which rocked the city for almost four 
minutes. Several old houses were razed 
and 20,000 people at a football game were 
thrown into a panic. No deaths have been 
reported. 

New York City, according to Federal 
figures, has a population of 5,970,800, and 
it is said that Cleveland, Ohio, will move 
into the 1,000,000 class before the 1930 
enumeration. Chicago comes second to 
New York with a population of 3,102,800) 
and Philadelphia third largest city credit- 
ed with 2,035,900. Detroit comes fourth 
with 1,223,500. 

The United States leads all nations im 
the manufacture of rayon known the world 
over as ‘‘artificial silk.’’ 74,000,000 
pounds were turned out in 1927. From 
1900 to 1910, in the first ten years of its 
commercial use, rayon production was con- 
centrated abroad, where it made great pro- 
giess in England, France and Germany. 
Italy, Belgium and Holland also are en- 
gaged in the manufacture of it. For the 
past year world sales amounted to more 
than $450,000,000. 

A total of 1,370 miles of forest roads. 
was constructed in and adjacent to the 
national forests of the United States in 
the past year, it has been announced by 
the Forest Service in Washington. 

Announcement has been made of the 
adoption by the Supreme Court of Penn- 
sylvania of new rules regulating the study 
of law. Candidates must submit to @ 
series of searching questions on their char- 
acter and reputation. 


Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh left Mex- 
ico City for Guatemala on the first leg of 
his Central American flight soon after day- 
light Dee. 28. 


FELICITATIONS 


“On December 1, 1927, the ‘Reformed 
Church Messenger,’ the official journal of 
the Reformed Church in the United States, 
celebrated its centennial. The paper be- 
gan as the ‘Magazine of the German Re- 
formed Church,’ November, 1827, was pub- 
lished monthly at the expense of the Board. 
of Missions, and the profits were devoted 
to the missionary cause. It was edited at 
the Theological Seminary and the price 
was $1.50 per year. 

Today it is a 32-page weekly and is re- 
garded by the men of the profession as 
one of the live, progressive journals of the 
country. Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, Editor-in- 
Chief, is chairman of the Editorial Council 
of the Federal Council of the Churchés of 
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Theologica uf Seminary of ran Refotned 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Fa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Chuich. It is conducted 
by the three (Wnglish) Eastern Synods. The 
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and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
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post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 
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Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
ium and Complete Athletic Field. 

A college whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 


For Catalogue address: 
MHNRY HevAPPLESD: DLL. D.; 
President. 


Ursinus College 
George L. Omwake, LL. D., President 
SCHOLARSHIPS NEEDED 

Endowments of from $1,000 to $5,000 
or more, establishing perpetual scholar- 
ships for aiding struggling students 
facing rising costs. 


Three ways to found scholarships: 1. By 
Gift in Cash—income immediately available. 
2. By Gift in Cash Under Life-annuity Con- 
tract—income applicable at death of donor. 
3. By Provision in Will—endowment effective 
after death. 

Write for booklet, “Lasting Memorials.” 

Rev. James M. S. Isenberg, D. D. 


Vice President 
Collegeville, Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


WM. MANN IRVINE, PH.D., LL.D., 
President, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 

A fully accredited member of the 
American Association of University Wo- 
men. Standard courses: A.B., B.S. in 
Home Economics, and B.M. in Music. 
Practical courses in Education, English 
Speech and Art. Ten buildings fully 
equipped for thorough work and modern 
housing. Suburban site of 125 acres. Our 
own garden and dairy. For catalog and 
book of views, apply 


JOSEPH H. APPLE, Ti.D, President 


Christ in America, and the presiding officer 
of the annual meeting of the editors of 
the religious weeklies of the United 
States. 

The centennial issue of the ‘Messenger’ 
is fifty-two pages, is beautifully illustrated, 
and deals admirably with the stirring his- 
tory which it commemorates. The ‘Chris- 
tian Leader’ counts it an honor to be 
represented in the centennial issue. We 
repeat what we said there: 

‘Nothing which is related to the 
president of the editors’ organization, 
Dr. Paul 8. Leinbach, is unrelated to 
the men who admire the leader and 
love the man. Quite apart from this, 
however, the centennial of the ‘Re- 
formed Church Messenger’ is an event 
of deep interest to those associated 
with other religious journals. The 
‘Messenger’ is filled with the spirit 
of one who commanded us to go out 
into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature. In _ its 
columns there is hope, cheer, faith and 
constant inspiration for service. We 
like both editor and journal, and con- 
gratulate the entire household of read- 
ers upon the centennial of the paper 
and the tenth anniversary of its live, 
progressive, able editor.’ ’’ 

—tThe Christian Leader. 


REDEDICATION AT SUMMIT HILL, PA. 


(Continued from Page 2) 


choir. Then the Chureh was consecrated 
by the pastor, Rev. E. W. Kohler. After 
this the Dedication Sermon was delivered 
by» Rev. ~Paul 9S. Leipbachy) DD? Dit 
was a powerful sermon with many stirring 
and timely spiritual appeals delivered with 
his characteristic eloquence and foree. An- 
other large congregation turned out for 
the evening service, though the weather 
was very inclement. Another edifying, 
stimulating and inspiring message was 
brought by Dr. Leinbach. 


The Rev. Edgar W. Kohler, Pastor St. 
Paul’s, Summit Hill, Pa. 


The dedicatory services were continued 
during the entire week. On Monday eve- 
ning was Community Evening when splen- 
did addresses were delivered by Rev. W. 
K. Hauser of the Lutheran Chureh in 
Summit Hill, Rev. Alexander Gilmore, 
representing the Panther Valley Minister- 
ial Association, and Rev. F. D. Slifer, Re- 
formed pastor of Mahoning Charge. On 
Tuesday evening an eloquent sermon was 
delivered by Rev. R. Edwin Kutz, Bow- 
manstown, Pa., on ‘‘the Purpose and Pow- 
er of the Church.’’ Rev. Mr. Kutz 
is a spiritual son of the congrega- 


EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 
A.B. and B.S. Degrees 
accredited by 
The State Department 
Wholesome Home and College Life on a 
beautiful 70-acre campus. Department of 
Religious Education and Social Service 
especially commended by our Church 

Leaders. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D., 
President 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys — 


Entered more ‘than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. 
Principal 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N.C. 


Of forty colleges in North Carolina, 


PaD., 


Catawba’s physical equipment ranks 
among the first ten. 

There are larger faculties, but none 
stronger or better qualified than 


Catawba’s staff of thirty. 

Catawba is no longer a “small” college, 
but is rapidly approaching the necessity 
of limiting its student body. 

Easily accessible location. 
Very reasonable rates. 
Write for catalog and view booklet. 


tion. Rev. Dr. William Marks from 
Lansford also delivered an address. 
On Wednesday evening the inaugural re- 
cital on the new pipe organ was played by 
Prof. T. Edgar Shields, of Bethlehem. 
Both Chureh and Sunday School auditor- 
iums were crowded to the doors. On 
Thursday evening Church School Evening 
was observed when two exceptionally fine 
addresses were delivered by Rev. Nevin 
C. Harner of Lehighton and Rev. Dr. Chas. 
Peters of Philadelphia. At this service 
the new baptismal font was used for the 
first time when the child of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert W. Hughes was baptized. At 6 
o’clock a Young People’s Fellowship Sup- 
per was held at which time Dr. Peters 
spoke to the young people in a very in- 
spiring manner. On Friday evening, which 
was the Preparatory Service and Cate- 
chetical reunion, an excellent sermon was 
delivered by Rev. Paul Reid Pontius, of 
Lehighton. On Sunday, Dee. 18, the Holy 
Communion was administered when the 
sermons were delivered by Rev. Dr. Cal- 
vin P. Wehr, of Elizabethville, Pa., who 
was pastor 22 years ago when the present 
Church was built. It was a large Com- 
munion audience, and many of the mem- 
bers came to bring their personal greet- 
ings to their old pastor, who delivered two 
able and inspiring sermons. 
ion Sunday 8 new members were received. 
Throughout the entire week the choir w 
well prepared to render varied mus 
selections and anthems which reflect gi 
credit upon its ability... _ 


On Commun- = 
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The improvements include a new large room for organ and chancel. A Sunday 
two manual $5,000 Tellers Kent Pipe Org- School addition which contains rooms for 
an, An addition to the Church provides new the Beginners, Primary and Junior Depart- 


St. Paul’s Reformed Church, Summit Hill, Pa. 


(Cuticura Soap 


Pure and Seaton 


Keeps The Skin Clear 


Soap, Ointment, Talcum sold everywhere. 


ments, the Steam Heating Plant for Church 
and Sunday School, new ceiling for the 
Church, Chancel Furniture and Altar Fur- 
nishings (including Altar and Reredos, 
Pulpit, Lecturn, Choir Stalls, Clergy Seats, 
Altar Rail, Panel Work Cross, Vases, Bap- 
tismal Font, Hardwood Chancel Floor, 
Solid Oak Collection Plates) Carpet Chan- 
deliers, Arch Reflector, Art Glass Windows, 
Canvas Curtains, Pews Refinished, Exterior 
and Interior Painting of Church and Sun- 
day School. During the Dedication Ser- 
vice the pastor announced that one-half 
of the total indebtedness was already paid, 
which is an expression of loyalty that is 
highly commendable on the part of this 
progressive congregation. 


CHURCH STATISTICAL RECORDS 


SYSTEMATIC CHURCH REGISTER PRACTICAL CHURCH REGISTER 
By Rev. M. Loucks, D. D. 268 pages. Spec- 
Arranged by Rev. Geo. A. Whitmore. The ial ruled forms for Pastor's Register; Offi- 


F ; Oa 5 cers’ Register for Deacons and Wilders; Reg- 
Register contains 426 pages, bound cloth ister of Members and Communions; Register 


sides, leather back and corners. Size, 11% x of Baptisms; Register of Marriage; Register 
13% inches when closed. of Deaths; Annual Statistical Reports of Con- 
An accurate and comprehensive Church Ssregation and .§0 ruled pages for History. 
Register is of paramount importance. The Cloth binding. Price $3.50 postpaid. 
design of the Church Register is to supply PASTOR’S EFFICIENCY INDEX CARDS 
an orderly, succinct and systematie record, 
of all matters pertaining to the annual growth, 
activity and history of a congregation in the 
briefest manner possible. It is’ arranged 
alphabetically or with numbers as desired. 
The arrangement of the records and statis- 
tical tables is’ well adapted to the use of port Card. 


Pastor's Family Record Card. 

Member’s and Non-Member’s Visiting Rec- 
ord Card. 

Personal Worker's Visiting Report Card. 

Indifferent Church Member's Visiting Re- 


any congregation, and covers nearly every “Always Welcome” Chureh Card. 
possible contingency. Price, net, postpaid, New Church Member's Card. 
$9.00. Size, 3 x 5 inches. Price, $1.00 per hundred. 


VOLUNTEER WORKER’S CARD NO. 85. Used to secure dedication of 


tasks in the Church. Price, 85 cents per hundred. 


THE sts OS ae oakD INDEX SYSTEM FOR poe Ce sie Boy 


CHURCH MEMBERSHIP CARD INDIVIDUAL i COMMUNION RECORD CARD 
AND FAMILY RECORD = : CHURCK MEMBERSHIP CARD a - 


Telephone Wo 5s SURNAME GIVEN NAME 


This system of card record has been worked 
out by an active pastor who, having in mind 
simplicity and _ practicability, avoided all 
obsolete forms. 

All Cards size 3 x 5 inches on good white 
stock. 

Free—Folder for directions how to use Prac- 
tical Card Index System. Make your own 
selection—purechase only those Cards and 
Guide Cards which you need. 


Price of cards, per 100, postpaid..........$0.75 
Wor OOM DORE DALES Mrrstalons cle, lores ister atere:s $3.50 
HOLEACOO, PDOSUDAITO: Ayia cierte cae tietacares cle olels $6.50 


SINGLE DRAWER CARD INDEX 


Light Natural Quartered Oak. All drawers 
are equipped with steel, easily moved, self- 
positioning follow blocks to keep contents in 
vertical position, with brass finished combina- 
tion label holder and pull. 


No. 1535—For 8 x 5 inch ecards; 15 inches, 
outside length; 1400 card capacity. Price, 
$4.50. 


membership to specific 


No. 30054. SPECIAL GUIDE 
CARDS. Blue. Church Member- 
ship and Family Record, Com- 


widow, widower 


munion Record, Library and 


Clippings, Organizations and their 


officers, prospective members 


and their families, talented mem- 


bers, visiting record, reminder, 


funerals, weddings, baptisms, 


texts and sermons, gains, losses, 


_ORGANIZATION CARD AND OFFICERS 


and six blank guide cards. Set 
of 20 Cards, 35 cents, postpaid. 


No. 3005B. PLAIN GUIDE 


Vice President 


CARDS. Blue, per 25, 20 cents, 


[- 


a 


Recording Secretary 
Financial Secretary 


Fx 


= 


en ei pe to 


postpaid. 


No. 1235. MONTHLY GUIDE 


int 


CARDS. Blue. January to De- 


cember. Price, per set, 15 cents, 


+ 


MINA 
TALENTED MEMBERS FOR VISITING RECORD CARD 
SPECIFIC CHURCH WORK 


RESIDENCE 


oceueanion 


postpaid. 
No. 3005C. PLAIN GUIDE 


RECORD STARTED: DATE oF VISITS bi CARDS. 5 tabs, buff. Per 25, 


Surname Given Rome 


20 cents, postpaid. 


—Keaionce 
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No. 8255. ALPHABETICAL 
GUIDES. Buff. A to Z. Per 
set, 25 cents, postpaid. 


No. 3135. DAILY GUIDES. Sal- 
mon. 1 to 31. Per set, 35 cents, 
postpaid. 
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OBITUARY 


JACOB E. RANCK 


On December 13th, Jacob E. Ranck, of 
Lancaster, Pa., passed away, at the age of 
87. Mr. Ranck was born a few miles north 
of Lancaster at what is now known as 
Bushong’s Mill, on June 4, 1840. On De- 
cember 6, 1864, he was married to Martha 
Bausman Haverstick, a niece of the late 
Dr. Benjamin Bausman, of Reading. Mrs, 
Ranck died four years ago. They had lived 
together on a farm just out of Lancaster, 
more than 59 years. During that entire 
period their only change of address was in 
1904, when they retired from the farm 
house to a more modern residence on the 
same tract. 

In May, 1870, they were received into 
the Reformed Church at Millersville by the 
late Rev. A. B. Shenkle. A few years 
later, because of its being more accessible, 
they united with St. Paul’s, Lancaster. 
Here he served as deacon and elder for 
many years, often representing the congre- 
gation at meetings of Classis and at the 
District and General Synod. He also 
served on the Board of Managers of Beth- 
any Orphans’ Home for many years. He 
loved his Chureh dearly, and one of his 
most. highly prized treasures was a loving 
cup presented at a dinner given him by the 
consistory of St. Paul’s Church commemor- 
_ating the 50th anniversary of his confirma- 
“tion. During the entire 57 years since 
confirmation, Mr. Ranck never missed a 
stated celebration of the Holy Communion. 
He was indeed one of the well-beloved 
patriarchs of our denomination. 

In fact, he was interested in every activ- 
ity of his denomination, especially those 
devoted to education, missions and bene- 
volence, and always kept in close touch 
with the young people. He never sought 
office, but served his township as school 
director until he said, ‘‘Now I think I 
have given our schools one full year of 
my time.’’ 

There are six children: Samuel H., 
Grand Rapids, Mich.; Rev. Dr. Henry H., 
Washington, D. C.; Emma H. and Eliza- 
beth H., who eared for him in his deelin- 
ing years; Rev. Clayton H., and Mary A., 
of Philadelphia. The funeral was held 
from the Church he loved and was con- 
dueted by his pastor, Dr. T. A. Alspach. 

—A., 


OLIVER P. BADGER 


St. John’s Chureh, Mifflinburg, Pa., 
suffered a distinct loss, when on December 
9, Mr. Oliver P. Badger passed into the 
Great Beyond. His death was caused by 
the infirmities attendant upon old age. 

Mr. Badger was born in Water Street, 
Pa., on September 11, 1842. When he was 
a mere boy his parents moved from this 
place to Mifflinburg, and in the home here, 
and in the local Reformed Church, he re- 
ceived the religious training which stood 
him in such good stead later in life. That 
this training bore good fruit is attested by 
the fact that throughout his life he was a 
zealous worker in and for the Church he 
loved so much. He was employed for a 
number of years as clerk in the local stores, 
and during the latter part of his life until 
his retirement, as teller in the Farmers’ 
Bank of Mifflinburg. For many years he 
served as either elder or deacon, and for 
over 40 years as treasurer of the congre- 
gation. During the entire period of this 
long service, he exhibited a dependability 
and reliability and honesty which caused 
great trust to be placed in him. 

The ‘‘Reformed Church Messenger’’ 
was always in evidence on the table in his 
home; and through its perusal he was ever 
well informed concerning persons in, and 
activities of the Church at large. He 


CALENDARS % OFF 


_ The following calendars will be sold at one-half off the 
original price, as long as the stock lasts. 


MOTTO DESK EASEL CALENDARS 
Heavy cover, in colors, printed on 

super-calendered paper, hung on upright 

easel. 

5980. A Calendar of Cheery Greeting. 
Easel. 

5981. A Calendar of Old Favorites. 
Easel. 


5982. A Calendar of Happiness. 
Price, 25c each 


Easel. 


THE CALENDAR OF BIBLICAL 
QUOTATIONS 
Cantains fifty-two pages of quotations 
from the Old and New Testaments, em- 
phasizing the value of Faith, Love and 
Truth,. the Sunshine of the Scriptures. 
The cover design is by Maxfield Par- 
1ish, entitled ‘‘Christmas,’’ printed in 
Size. 6 x 8. boxed. 
Price, 50c. 


colors. 


1928 CALENDAR 
No. C19. Upright easel calendar on heavy green cardboard. Each page con- 


tains three months. 
made by handle of basket the words: 


Cover in gold with basket of gayly tinted flowers. 


In space 


~ 


A Calendar of last month, 


This month, 


and next. 


Three months of joy, 
Three months of cheer, 
Upon each page 
Recorded here! 


Size, 34% x 4 inches. 


Price, 25c. 


One-half off on above prices. 


Publication and Sunday School Board of Reformed Church, 


1505 Race Street, 


prided himself that he had been a reader 
of the Church paper for over 50 years, or 
over half of his existence, 

The funeral was held on Dee. 12, 1927, 
from his late home in Mifflinburg, and was 
largely attended. Services were conducted 
by his pastor, and assisted by Rev. J. W. 
Brenneman, of Northumberland. Inter- 
ment was made in the Mifflinburg Ceme- 
tery. Mr. Badger’s age was 85 years, 2 
months and 28 days. A widow, 3 step-chil- 
dren, a sister and 2 brothers mourn his loss. 

—R. D. C. 


DEATHS IN DEEP CREEK CHARGE 


MRS. EMMA MARY KLINGER 


Mrs. Emma Mary Klinger, wife of 
Henry W. Klinger, Hegins, R. D., departed 
this life at her home on Sunday, Novem- 
ber 27th. She was taken into the Reform- 
ed Church at Gratz in her youth, but for 
many years had been a member of Kling- 
er’s congregation. She had been ailing for 
some time, but suffered severely only the 
last few weeks. Our sympathy goes forth 
to Mr. Klinger and to the surviving sons 
and daughters in their great loss. Rev. 
D. I. Shultzbach assisted the pastor, Rev. 
H. J. Naftzinger. 

MRS. SARAH JANE SYNDER 


Mrs. Sarah Jane Snyder, wife of Amos 
Snyder, Hegins, died very suddenly on 
Monday morning, November 28th. She 
was a life-long member of Friedens 
Church, Hegins, and an ardent Church 
worker. The entire community mourns her 
loss. We all sympathize with Mr. Snyder 
in his great grief. Rev. Amon Lichty, Jr., 
assisted at the funeral. 

MRS. ROSA SHADLE BRESSLER 


Mrs. Rosa Sharle Bressler, wife of 
Harry Bressler, came to a very untimely 
death on Wednesday, November 30th. She 
was talented and a constant and loyal 
Chureh worker. All who were acquainted 
with her will miss her very much. We ex- 
tend our sympathies to the bereaved hus- 
band and to the surviving parents and 
brother. Rev. R. D. Custer, app 3 ee 
assisted at the funeral. | 

MR. JOSIAH DIETRICH 


Mr. Josiah Dietrich, Sacramento, died 


i 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


COMING 
POST-INVENTORY SALE | 
OF ee 
BOOKS AND BIBLES 


Watch for the dates of this sale. 


Publication & S. 8S. Board of the 
: Reformed Church 
' 1505 Race St. Philadelphia, Pa. 


DIARY 
ENGAGEMENT BOOK ) IN 
ACCOUNT BOOK ) ONE 


Both time and money are taken into 
account in the Stewardship Diary and 
Budget Account Book for 1928. This 
diary affords a splendid opportunity for 
the practice of intelligent Stewardship. 

It has a message for the business man ae 
whose accounts must be kept accurately; 

for the boy who is forming habits of ~ 
thrift and wise management; and for the 

woman or girl whose ways are those of 
orderliness. This little book helps to 
keep accounts straight, and at the same _ . 
time is a constant reminder of the Giver 

of time and money. a 


ae | 
The diary is published by the Standard 
Diary Company, under the auspices of the 
United Stewardship Council, and is at- 
tractively bound in red American Russia 
solid leather, with title and edges in gold, 
3x6 inches, vest pocket size, and sells 
for 25c a copy. ; + a) 
Send orders to eae 


Publication and Sunday School Board of 


- 


Sympat hies are extended to the 
brother. ; 


al 


